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Why do we get so little 
pothole payments? 

Research reveals just a handful of 
claims for damage settled 
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Time to update your kitchen! 
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With Kitchen Door Replacement transform your tired kitchen 
in just a few days from start to finish just by changing the 
doors and worktops. 

✓ Huge choice of door styles and colours in any size 

✓ Worktops, Appliances, Sinks and Taps to complete your kitchen. 

✓ Installed quickly and cleanly by our own local professional fitters. 

✓ We also do Bedroom Wardrobes, Utility Rooms and Studies 

✓ Senior Citizens Discount 


BESPOKE 

JTCHENS 



Call for a FREE estimate 

01795 432850 

View our work online: 
www.bespokekent.co.uk 
Unit C4, St Georges Business Park, 
Castle Road, Sittingbourne, Kent ME10 3TB I 















TIME FOR A NEW GARAGE DOOR? 

GREAT NEWS!! 

YOU'VE GOT YOUR TIMING SPOT ON! 


The remote controlled roller-door is the most popular garage door 
by a mile. There are obvious reasons why; space saving, extra 
width, extra height, neat and compact, totally secure, reliable 
and safe, maintenance free - the list goes on... 

Many companies charge between **£2500 and £3000 for a 
Rolling Garage Door. But when it comes to quality and price, 
ROMAN are the best in the UK - by a mile!! Roman are one of the 
biggest UK door manufacturers. You will see, with us you will 
save yourselves ££££s for a truly fantastic new door. 

**£2500! NOW JUST £875!! 

PREPARE TO BE IMPRESSED: 

• Totally bespoke, made to measure!! 

• We take away your old door FREE OF CHARGE 

• Top quality Remote Controlled Rolling Garage Door 

• Exclusive safety system, based on digital technology 

• Double skinned top quality insulated aluminium 

• Totally maintenance free 

• So neat & compacted & space-saving, giving you 
extra width & extra height 

• White as standard, other colours available 

• Roman Roller Garage Doors, Absolute Top quality 
garage door, for lower than B&Q prices!!! 

WE LOVE HAPPY HOUR!! 

NOT **£2500! 

BUT £799 THIS WEEK!! 

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THIS SPECIAL DEAL 

CALL This week 01245 396 910 
www.romangaragedoors.co.uk 
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Pothole peril leaves us 
shuddering all year now 


ONCE upon a time it seemed like 
potholes were a bit like Christmas. 

They turned up once a year, lasted a 
bit longer than everyone felt 
comfortable with, but then left again, 
to leave our roads clear for the 
majority of the year. 

Today, however, they seem to have 
morphed into a perennial peril - con¬ 
stantly lurking on our big and small 
highways alike. 

Now, before the council gets all 
uppity, there is no denying that once 
spotted and reported, the worst 
offenders - those ones that make 
your bones shudder and leave 
you feeling convinced the 
entire wheel axle of your 
vehicle of choice is currently 
watching forlonly as you 
drive off without it - do 
appear to be fixed quite 
swiftly. Not, of course, that it 
makes you feel any better as 
you continue to shake 
from the impact. 

But they do lurk 
almost literally 
around every 

■ Kent on Sunday and its journalists are committed to abiding by the Society of Editors Code 
of Practice. If you have a complaint which can’t be resolved by Kent on Sunday editor Chris 
Britcher (chris.britcher@archant.co.uk) please contact the Independent Press Standards 
Organisation, Gate House, 1 Farringdon Street, London, EC4M 7LG, or via complaints @ipso. 
co.uk. More information about IPSO and its regulations can be found at www.ipso.co.uk 



corner. And if not on the main 
thoroughfare, then on the verges 
which you are forced to take to when 
a huge HGV, completely unsuitable 
for the road, bears down on you and 
leaves you little time to do anything 
other than plunge into a pothole and 
curse the driver in a language 
suitable to his nationality. 

And the only conclusion you can 
come to is that either the roads were 
not well made or suitably repaired, or 
simply that so many cars on our 
roads is having an impact on the 
very structure of our streets. We look 
at some of the issues inside today. 
It is, of course, a very real 
sign of the decline of invest¬ 
ment and public money our 
local authorities have had 
over the years, so a certain 
sympathy is necessary. But 
that extends only so far. After 
all, we’re not paying any less 
into the roads fund pot, 
so we should, 
surely, expect a 
. decent level of 
I road quality, at 
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RECLINER CHAIRS I TABLES & CHAIR 
FROM I SETS FROM 



BEDS I ARM CHAIRS 
FROM I FROM 



£199 


n Free delivery & installation 
Price checked products 
S’ Family company 
Fast Delivery 


INTEREST 
FREE CREDIT 

AVAILABLE ON 
ORDERS 
OVER £500 


EXCLUSIVE OFFERS 
FOR KENT ON SUNDAY 
READERS 



Furniture World 

RECLINER FURNITURE SPECIALISTS 

15 Royal Star Arcade, High Street, Maidstone, 
Kent ME14 1JL I 01622 296680 


Open Monday to Saturday 9am to 5pm, Open Sunday 11am to 4pm 
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Theatre hub plans edge 
closer despite opposition 



PLANS: How the Southborough redevelopment would look 


By Tom Pyman 

tom.pyman@archant.co.uk 


CONTROVERSIAL proposals to 
develop a multi-million pound 
community hub on the site of an 
historic theatre in Southborough 
have been recommended for 
approval ahead of a crunch planning 
meeting next week. 

Plans for the Southborough Hub, 
which would encompass a new 
theatre, library, cafe, retail units, 
medical centre, sports pavilion and 
offices are due to be considered by 
a Tunbridge Wells Borough 
Council committee on Wednesday. 

It would sit on the site currently 
occupied by the Royal Victoria Hall 
theatre, built in 1900, which has 
been a key part of the community 
for generations. 

It closed for the final time in 
2015 following the final perform¬ 
ance of a pantomime, despite 
opposition from drama groups. The 
local town council said at the time 
it was in need of at least £200,000 
worth of structural repairs just to 
keep the doors open. 

A report by council officers this 
week said: “It is concluded the 
harm resulting from the loss of this 


building would be outweighed by 
the public benefits, including the 
provision of a range of new 
community facilities, as well as 
new housing to meet identified 
needs.” 

Historic England refused to list 
the buildings stating that too many 
alterations had happened over 
time, leading to the loss of key 
architectural features. 

The report adds: “The scale, 
layout and design of the hub 


building and sports pavilion would 
respect the context of the site and 
preserve the visual amenities of the 
locality.” 

The Theatres Trust, the national 
advisory body which supports 
theatres, is supportive of the project 

The 51-page report says 207 
letters of objection had been 
received, although “many 
responses have been received from 
people living outside Southbor¬ 
ough” and a petition against the 


plans has also received more than 
1,200 signatures. 

Campaigners say: “We want new 
high quality designed community 
buildings that are fit for purpose 
and are centred around a refur¬ 
bished Royal Victoria Hall. 

“We want less of our playing 
fields lost to development, and less 
in-town traffic congestion, parking 
problems and pollution.” 

The council’s report also 
mentions 30 letters of support. 


Police continue probe after 
two left injured in shooting 


MEP calls for Farage 
to ride to rescue after 
court’s Brexit ruling 


A SOUTH east MEP has branded the 
High Court’s decision to consult 
parliament on Brexit as “a scandal” 
and insisted Nigel Farage take on the 
Ukip leadership once more to assist 
leaving the European Union. 

In a ruling on Thursday morning, 
the court said the government cannot 
trigger Article 50 and set in motion the 
process of leaving the EU on its own. 

That means the process of Brexit 
could be delayed for months and led 
to Westerham’s Mr Farage claiming 
those who voted ‘leave’ could be 
“betrayed”. 

Janice Atkinson, who intended to 
stand for Ukip in Folkestone and 
Hythe, was booted out of the party 
following an expenses row, has now 
called on it to unite and reinstate Mr 
Farage, who lives in Westerham, as a 
permanent leader. 

Speaking following Thursday’s 
verdict, the independent MEP said: 
“This decision is a scandal and an 
affront to the British people, 
17,410,742 of whom voted to leave 


the European Union. 

“Parliament itself gave the British 
people the right to vote on this 
momentous issue and their voice was 
clear; the UK must leave the EU. No 
ifs, no buts, no small print. 

“To seek now to set parliament 
against the will of the people in this 
way is dangerous, unethical and 
risks a clash between citizens and 
government. 

“Ukip now needs to get its act 
together again fast and ensure that 
Nigel Farage is back in the driving 
seat when, once again, the country 
needs his leadership to ensure our 
future as an independent nation state. 

“That, and nothing less, is what the 
British people voted for on June 23.” 

Mr Farage quit as Ukip leader after 
the Brexit vote but found himself 
recalled to the post, in an interim 
capacity, after Diane James stepped 
down just days after being elected. 

The government is appealing the 
High Court’s decision, with a further 
hearing expected next month. 


POLICE are continuing inquiries 
after a double shooting in a village 
near Ashford left two men needing 
to be airlifted to hospital. 

One of the men injured following 
the incident in the Marten Park area 
of High Halden has been dis¬ 
charged from hospital and the 
other is expected to be discharged 
shortly. 

Officers were called to the scene 


AN asylum seeker - believed to be 
Iranian - had to be rescued after a 
ferry spotted him in the English 
Channel in a kayak. 

It is believed he had been living 
in the so-called Jungle camp in Cal¬ 
ais which was demolished last 
week amid mounting security 
concerns. 

It is understood Border Force 
and the Maritime and Coastguard 


just after 1 lam on Thursday and 
later arrested two people on 
suspicion of attempted murder. 

During the incident, homeown¬ 
ers had been restricted from 
leaving and entering their homes. 

Any witnesses to the incident are 
asked to call DC Tristan Kluiben- 
schadl or Detective Sergeant 
Adam Marshall of Kent Police on 
01622 654864. 


Agency responded to a report of 
the kayak being spotted by a ferry 
off the coast at around 12.30pm last 
Saturday. 

A Border Force cutter was 
deployed and picked up the man 
some eight miles off the Kent coast. 

He will be dealt with in line with 
immigration rules, the Home Office 
said. The man is believed to be 
around 30 years old. 


Ferry spots asylum seeker's 
desperate kayak journey 
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Union confirms more rail strikes for Christmas 


COMMUTERS will face yet more strike action on 
Southern Rail, this time over the busy Christmas period. 

Rail union the RMT has been in bitter talks with the 
firm, over the role of conductors on its services, which 
has already seen a number of walk-outs leave travel¬ 
lers stranded. 

Southern operates services between Tonbridge and 


Redhill and from Ashford to Eastbourne. 

This week, the union said its members would stage 
further walk-outs between December 22-24, and again 
from New Year’s Eve to January 2. 

RMT general secretary Mick Cash said: “We call on 
them to get round the negotiating table rather than 
jamming their heads in the sand.” 


War of words erupts as 
mayor quits amid ‘race' 
claims after Brexit vote 


By Simon Allin 

simon.aUin@archant.co.uk 


THE UK’s first Nepalese mayor has 
resigned from Swanley Town Coun¬ 
cil and the Conservative Party after 
claiming he was isolated and side¬ 
lined because of his race. 

Shanker Gaire was elected to the 
post in May but quit this week amid 
what he claims was an increasingly 
hostile atmosphere following the 
Brexit vote. 

Cllr Gaire alleges he has been ‘disre¬ 
spected and disregarded’ by council 
leader Victor Southern and town clerk 
Julie Pilbeam, who did not seek his ap¬ 
proval or consult him on key issues. 

But Cllr Southern has denied the 
allegations, rejecting accusations of 
racism and claiming there has been 
a misunderstanding of the mayor’s 
ceremonial role. 

Speaking at a full council meeting 
this week, Cllr Gaire said: “It has al¬ 
ways been said that politics is a dirty 
game. However, I had not believed in 
it but now I stand corrected on this 



matter. 

“Without mincing words, I would 
like to inform you that I may be a 
mayor in your eyes, but in the coun¬ 
cil, I have been disrespected and dis¬ 
regarded through words, action, 


tone, attitude and body language by 
the two key people in the executive 
positions, namely the chief executive 
and/or the town clerk and the coun¬ 
cil leader. 

“I am not consulted over matters 
and nor is my approval sought. 

“I thought that Brexit had created 
a barrier mainly for Europeans but it 
seems that this spirit was extended 
beyond Europe and created a barrier 
for the only Nepalese elected as may¬ 
or in the history of the UK.” 

But Cllr Southern hit back saying: 
“That is absurd. No-one has done 
anything, overtly or covertly, to un¬ 
dermine his position and until two 
weeks ago we had a very friendly re¬ 
lationship. 

“From the beginning there was a 
misunderstanding over the function 
of the mayor. He seemed to think he 
was chief executive, whereas by defi¬ 
nition the mayor is not a member of 
the executive. We are the people 
who set the policies.” 

Cllr Gaire says he will continue to 
serve on the council as an independ¬ 
ent councillor. 
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CROSSING: Mocked in new song 


Parody track 
targets Xmas 
chart success 

A PARODY song about the daily woes 
for commuters at the Dartford Crossing 
has hit more than a million views in less 
than a week and is looking to mount an 
assault on the Christmas charts. 

The foul-mouthed track, titled 
Dartford Tolls and set to the tune of 
Jingle Bells, was posted by satirical 
Essex-based website, Southend News 
Network, with vocals by Annie Hum¬ 
phrey of local band, Frog On A Rocket. 

Since its release in late October, the 
video has received more than 1.1 
million views on SNN’s Facebook page, 
in addition to over 10,000 on YouTube. 

The anonymous ‘chief reporter’ of 
SNN told us: “The festive season was the 
inspiration, and the fact that so many 
people in Kent and Essex will spend a 
huge chunk of it stuck at the crossing. 

“Reaching a million views in four 
days was crazier than anything that we 
could have planned as Southend News 
Network’s previous record is under 
400,000. 

“Myself and Annie will be filming a 
video this weekend, and it is going to be 
very special.” 

The track will officially be able to 
download and stream from December 2, 
with all proceeds split evenly between 
the British Heart Foundation and 
Shelter charities. 


Burnt MP's warning 
over Bonfire Night 

A MP who suffered 30 per cent burns to his body 
when lighting a fire with petrol is urging the 
public not to follow his “stupid” mistake this 
Bonfire Night. 

Gordon Henderson, Conservative MP for 
Sittingbourne and Sheppey, is raising awareness 
after his accident earlier this summer which 
resulted in him being airlifted the air ambulance 
and spending 10 days at the specialist burns unit 
at East Grinstead. 

Mr Henderson has since made a good recovery 
and visited the Kent air ambulance’s Marden base 
last week, four months on from his accident. 

He met paramedic, Caroline Rose and pilot, 
Captain Kevin Goddard who attended to Mr 
Henderson on that day. 

The MP said: “To anybody out there who is in 
the habit of using petrol to start a bonfire, or is 
tempted to do so in the future, I would urge you to 
resist such temptation. 

“Never use petrol on bonfires.” 


Venus observation 
trip to Hawaii online 

RARE documents from a British astronomy expedi¬ 
tion in 1874 to observe the transit of the planet Venus 
are available online for the first time, thanks to a 
digitisation project led by the University of Kent. 

The university’s Dr Rebekah Higgitt, of its school of 
history, worked with the Cambridge Digital Library on 
the project, which was partly funded by the British 
Society for the History of Science. The project involved 
digitising material from the archive of the Royal 
Observatory, Greenwich, and a private collection. 

Dr Higgitt focused on the British expeditions 
organised to observe the 1874 transit ofVenus, 
particularly one made to the Sandwich Islands in Hawaii. 

The collection includes photographs of the 
observing instruments, huts and sites; details of the 
equipment and provisions taken overseas; official 
and private journals and a unique set of caricature 
drawings that follow the life and adventures of the 
Hawaii observers. 

The archive is available free to researchers and the 
public. 


Pupils set to return 
after blaze at school 

STAFF at a school on Grain which was damaged by a 
major fire last weekend says it should be ready to 
welcome back pupils when its new term starts 
tomorrow (Monday). 

Emergency crews were called to a' ‘significant 
sized fire’ ’ in the early hours of last Sunday morning at 
St James’ Primary on the High Street. 

A statement by the school said: ‘ ‘The Rochester 
Diocesan Board of Education and The Williamson 
Trust (the two sponsors of the academy) are working 
closely with the governing body on putting in place 
contingency measures for the start of next term which 
begins on November 7.’ ’ 

Mrs Sivarajah, the head of school at St James’: ‘ ‘The 
main priority of our plans will focus on providing 
continuity in the education for all the pupils at the 
school in order to ensure that any disruption to 
teaching and learning is kept to a minimum whilst the 
school building is rebuilt and refurbished.’ ’ 

An investigation into the cause of the blaze was 
started on Sunday morning 
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Father's fury as Noye could 
walk free in just six months 



KILLER: Kenneth Noye fled and hid in Spain following the killing of Stephen Cameron 


By Tom Pyman 

tom.pyman@archant.co.uk 


THE father of M2 5 road rage victim Stephen 
Cameron says he feels “betrayed” after it was 
revealed his killer could be allowed to walk 
free in just six months. 

Kenneth Noye, who was born in Bexley- 
heath and lived in West Kingsdown, is cur¬ 
rently serving a life sentence for stabbing to 
death electrician Mr Cameron, 21, from 
Dartford, in an attack on the Swanley slip 
road of the motorway in 1996. 

It is one of the most notorious cases in re¬ 
cent Kent criminal history. 

He was recommended for release a year 
ago but then-justice secretary Michael Gove 
blocked the move, much to the relief of the 
victim’s family. 

Now though, father Ken Cameron says he 
has been told the parole board will start to 
review Noye’s case in January. 

He told The Sun: “I feel betrayed, totally let 
down. Stephen never got a chance at life. Noye 
should remain behind bars for the rest of his. 

“All we wanted do was get on with our 
lives but this is a constant worry for me and 
my family. 

“We have never wanted revenge, we only 
wanted justice and life should mean life.” 

His wife, Toni, died in April aged 73, and 


Mr Cameron said she “would be spitting bul¬ 
lets now” as “she wanted [Noye] to die in 
prison”. 

Two years before killing Mr Cameron, Noye 
had been released from prison for handling 
bullion stolen in the Brink’s-Mat robbery. 

He stabbed to death police officer John 
Fordham in January 1985 in the grounds of 
his Kent home, but was acquitted at trial af¬ 
ter claiming he was acting in self-defence. 

A spokesperson for the parole board said: 
“We can confirm that the Ministry of Justice 


has referred the case of Mr Kenneth Noye 
for his next parole review. 

“As with all cases referred to the parole 
board the case will undergo a paper review 
in the first instance. 

“The review may be concluded at that 
stage, or may be directed to an oral hear¬ 
ing. Parole reviews are currently taking 
between six to 12 months to conclude, if 
they require an oral hearing. 

“The parole board is unable to comment 
on the specifics of individual cases.” 


Tory MP elected to 
Brexit committee 

SOUTH Thanet MP Craig Mackinlay has been 
elected to a newly-created government commit¬ 
tee on Brexit. 

The Conservative, who beat Nigel Farage for 
the seat last year, will join Michael Gove and 
Hilary Benn on the exiting the EU select commit¬ 
tee. He was elected by his fellow Tory MPs. 

Mr Mackinlay told KoS it was “pinnacle” of his 
career. 


Blank cigarette boxes 
have hit the county 

THE first batch of cigarettes in plain packaging 
have arrived in Kent with packs spotted this week 
in Tunbridge Wells. 

It is part of an on-going series of campaigns to 
further erode the number of smokers. Use of plain 
packaging in other countries saw a dramatic cut 
in the number of youngsters taking up the habit. 


Tearooms up for sale 

POPULAR Romney Marsh attraction the Lathe 
Barn in Burmash is to be sold, with a guide price 
of £900,000, after its owners decided to head into 
semi-retirement after running it for the last 16 
years. 

Diana and Denis Wimble have owned the tea 
rooms, shop and offices which pull in around 
27,000 visitors each year. 
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Mum’s fury as Mothercare 
stops her breastfeeding son 



MOTHERCARE has been forced to 
apologise after a 29-year-old mother 
was told she was not allowed to 
breast feed her poorly three-month- 
old son in its Bluewater store. 

Zoe Frangou, 29, took to social 
media after complaining to the 
store and not hearing back for 
seven weeks. 

She explained how she had sat 
down in a quiet part of the store to 
discreetly feed him when staff told 
her to stop - a decision she said was 
“completely unacceptable”. 

She said: “I was shocked and 
upset by what had happened. The 
staff member went out of her way to 
confront me and to tell me that I 
can’t breastfeed. I am disgusted at 
how I was treated and that the 
welfare of me and baby were not 
considered.” 


A Mothercare spokesperson said: 
“We would like to sincerely 
apologise to Mrs Frangou for the 
disappointing way she was treated. 
We provide all our stores with our 
breastfeeding policy which clearly 


states our full support for all 
nursing mothers. 

“We are fully investigating this 
incident and will be making sure 
all our teams are aware of our 
breastfeeding policy.” 


Goodwin Sands petition 
delivered to Number 10 


A PETITION to prevent the 
dredging of Goodwin Sands was 
handed in to 10 Downing Street 
this week. 

The 11,500 signatures are 
asking the government to stop 
plans by Dover Harbour Board 
to dredge 2.5 million cubic 
metres of sand and gravel from 
the famous sandbanks, which 
lie six miles off the coast of Deal, 
to regenerate the seafront’s 
Western Dock. 

The Save Our Sands cam¬ 
paign organisation have stated 
the dregding, which will occur 
over a three-year period, could 
disturb the maritime graves of 
mariners and pilots from the 
Battle of Britain. 

They also say the sand is a 
rare ecosystem for protected 
marine wildlife, and that Dover 
Harbour Board’s surveyor’s 


report states that it could take 
until 2030 for this habitat to 
recover. 

Esme Chilton, from SoS, 
previously told KoS: “More and 
more people are taking notice of 
the campaign, and they’re 
horrified by Dover Harbour 
Board’s unscrupulous intention 
to dredge these precious tidal 
sandbanks. The volume they 
want take is equivalent to the 
Great Pyramid of Giza.” 

Dover harbour chiefs want to 
create 600 jobs using sand to 
help relocate the seafront’s 
cargo area to a new terminal at 
the Western Docks. 

The sand will be used for both 
land reclamation and construc¬ 
tion works. 

The port has claimed it will 
take just 0.22 per cent of the 
total sand volume. 


Choral show for Somme 

A CHORAL piece penned by Pulitzer Prize 
winning composer David Lang will be 
performed by the University of Kent’s 
Celilian Choir to commemorate the 
anniversary of the Battle of the Somme on 
Thursday. It takes place at 1.10pm at its 
Canterbury campus. 


Minnis Bay diner shuts 

THE Minnis Bay bar and restaurant in 
Birchington has closed for three months for a 
major refurbishment. 

The popular seaside venue, owned by 
Shepherd Neame, is set to be back in 
business, after expanding its bar and 
restaurant, in February next year. 


Hospital charity single 

THE Dartford and Gravesham NHS Trust 
choir is teaming up with singer Shane 
Hampsheir to produce a charity single for 
Christmas. 

By Your Side, will be released with money 
raised through sales going towards the 
hospital. 


Celebrating Marlowe 

THE University of Kent is marking the 
identification of Canterbury-born playwright 
Christopher Marlowe as co-author of 
Shakespeare’s three Henry VI plays with a 
two-day conference on November 9-10. 

A free lecture takes place at 6pm on 
Wednesday night - contact uni for details. 



• Expert advice • Friendly service • Leading brands • Open 6 days a week 


VISIT OUR NEW 

Bathroom 

Showroom 

Showcasing some of the latest 
bathroom furniture and fixtures 
as well as plumbing and heating 
solutions, this is the perfect place to 
come when deciding on your new 
bathroom! 


Units 8 & 9, Cliffe Yard, Anthony’s Way, 

Medway City Estate, Rochester ME2 4DY 

Tel 01634 560410 | WWW.hpsmerchant.CO.uk Heating Plumbing Supplies 
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Top Three Stories 



1. Discount store expands 

Niftie’s is moving across the county 


2. More PCSOs on streets 

Commissioner hails frontline presence 

3. Taxi ploughs into salon 

Damage to shop is being reviewed 


The Essential Guide: 



.to Dreamland 


Everything you need to know about the historic 
amusement park in Margate 



FEATURED PHOTO GALLERY: Benenden residents welcomed HRH Countess of Wessex to 
their community-run shop and cafe this week. See pages 20 and 21 for the full story. 


Missed last week’s...? 

...YOU can read the paper online via our e-Edition at 

www. kentne ws. co.uk 


DON’T worry if you struggle 
to pick up a copy of Kent on 
Sunday, or missed a copy. 

You can access our exten¬ 
sive archive, online, through 
our website kentnews.co.uk. 
You can read the full paper, 
download articles you partic¬ 
ularly enjoy, and take a walk 


back through time with an ar¬ 
chive which stretches back 
years. 

And the best of it all, is that 
it’s all free to access. Plus, 
don’t forget, we provide a full 
news service throughout the 
week, to supplement your 
weekend read. 




Top Three Blogs 


1. Stop texting and driving 

Stamping out using a phone at the wheel 

2. A nation of quitters? 

Criticising Zac Goldsmith’s resignation 

3. Variable speed limits 

Greater clarity needed on motorways 


Results of the KoS 
Online Poll 

Who will be the next US 
president? 

Donald Trump - 29% 

Hillary Clinton - 50% 



follow us on Twitter @kosmedia and on Facebook.com/KentonSunday 



Both as bad as each other -13% 
Don’t care - 8% 
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Kent has 


Come along to 

Bluewater 

between 

Friday 4 and Sunday 6 November 

Share your super power and you could win 
a home gadget package worth £25,000 to 
super power your home. 

To find out more search family super powers. 


Terms, conditions and exclusions apply. 


ou have the flPOUUer 

ft 
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Apprentice 
star fired as 
‘nice guys 
don’t win’ 

We caught up with JD O’Brien this 
week after millions tuned in to watch 
him get kicked out of top BBC TV show 



THREAT: Mr O’Brien, centre, waits to hear his fate between fellow contestants on Thursday night’s show 


By Adele Couchman 

adeLe.couchman@archant.co.uk 


S EVENOAKS beachwear 
manufacturer JD O’Brien 
has revealed to KoS the 
highs and lows of hit BBC 
TV show The Apprentice af¬ 
ter he heard the dreaded ‘you’re fired’ 
from Lord Sugar on Thursday night’s 
show. 

Mr O’Brien - the JD stands for 
James Damien - was appointed 
project manager for this week’s gru¬ 
elling task of helping two entrepre¬ 
neurs launch their new cycling prod¬ 
ucts through crowd funding. But the 
Kent businessman failed to impress 
when he took the blame for his losing 
team. 

“I do feel if I fought harder I could 
have stayed,” explained the 38-year- 
old. 

“Nice guys don’t win The Appren¬ 
tice. Too often people will walk all 
over others to get where they want to 
be, but I wasn’t willing to sacrifice 
my dignity and integrity to get 
ahead. 

“I’ve been walked over so many 
times in business, and I didn’t want 
to be like that on the show. 

“Ultimately I went in there to get 
the £250,000 and benefit my busi¬ 
ness. But it is a brutal process once 


you get on the show - whoever wins 
truly deserves it.” 

The show has a £250,000 prize pot 
for the winner in the form of an in¬ 
vestment in a business proposal put 
forward by the candidates who, each 
week, undergo a series of tasks to see 
who can perform the best. 

One contestant is fired each week 
in the ‘boardroom’ as Lord Sugar - 
best known for the Amstrad brand - 
decides who should be kicked out of 
the process. 

Mr O’Brien came a cropper after 
failing to show sufficient leadership 
as his team raised the least money 
and paid the ultimate price. 

Mr O’Brien, who is known for his 
distinct gravelly voice, lives in Seal 
with his wife Polly, 36, and their two 
children - three-year-old Elodie and 
two-year-old Blaise. 

A self-confessed family man, he 
admitted the show - which involves 
18 candidates living together in a 
leafy Hampstead mansion during the 
filming - made him miss home. 

“It was brutal being away from my 
family,” he said. 

“Being away from my wife and two 
small kids made me a little more re¬ 
served, and I did lose the fire in my 
belly I had at the beginning of the 
process.” 

He added: “If you’re young and sin¬ 
gle, about 25 or 26 it’s fine. But when 


you’re married with a couple of kids 
you suddenly feel a bit more vulnera¬ 
ble.” 

Speaking of the previous week’s 
department store task Mr O’Brien ad¬ 
mitted that with so many characters 
flying around he found it hard to find 
a place. 

“I didn’t do anything in the per¬ 
sonal shopping episode, but you have 
to take it with a pinch of salt. Dillon 
[fellow contestant, Dillon St Paul] 
was running the sub team, and there 
were three of us in there - I think I 
would have done the task better on 
my own. 

“In the early days it’s difficult to 
show your true character as there 
are so many egos floating around, 
shouting and screaming. Some peo¬ 
ple come out all guns blazing, but I’m 
the type of person to back off and 
only give my opinion when needed. 

“In the first few weeks, there were 
people clashing heads and I wanted 
to step back and be more thoughtful.” 

In his audition tape, Mr O’Brien de¬ 
scribes himself as “fun, outgoing, 
passionate, driven, ambitious and 
ready to go”. 

Asked which historical figure he 
would compare himself to, he picked 
Scottish knight William Wallace, 
claiming he was “hard as nails, pas¬ 
sionate and men followed him”. 

But under the pressure of the cam¬ 
eras, the businessman admits to 
watching the show from “behind a 
pillow” at home. 

“There’s so many times when I 
think, ‘Why have they done that?’. 

“But only when you go on there do 
you realise how tough it is. There are 
moments when we are asked to do 
stuff like come up with an advertis¬ 
ing campaign for a pair of jeans in 
two days - who does that? We are try¬ 
ing to achieve the impossible.” 

North & West 


Speaking of facing Lord Sugar 
alongside his advisors Karren Brady 
and Claude Littner in the boardroom, 
he said: “They are impressive people: 
they walk into the room and own it. 
They know what they are doing and 
what they are talking about, so it’s 
tough when Lord Sugar gives you a 
look like you’re a complete wally and 
Karren gives you the stink eye.” 

Yet despite his sudden departure in 
the fifth week, Mr O’Brien said he will 
be taking the experience as a positive 
one. 

“When you are suddenly living 
with 17 other people, waking up at 
3am and running around London 
trying to compete for £250,000 - it’s 
hard to be yourself. 

“But by putting yourself on that 
position on a reality TV show you 
need to try not to take it overly seri¬ 
ous and have a bit of a laugh.” 

The former broker, who runs a 
beachwear company called Munkle, 
only moved to Kent in September af¬ 
ter living in big cities throughout 
most of his life. 

“I was driving through the coun¬ 
try one day and thought Kent was 
absolutely amazing and I immedi¬ 
ately fell in love with the place. 

“We made the move because of the 
connections and the commute and I 
didn’t want be in London with the 
kids. I’ve always liked the idea of 
greenery, and the kids being able to 
run around. 

“In the capital there are so many 
people, and in somewhere like Kent 
you can build a life here and make a 
name for yourself.” 

Originally from Shropshire, Mr 
O’Brien moved to London as a child. 
He left school to become a personal 
trainer, but find himself struggling to 
find the investment to open his own 
gym. 


“I was getting a bit lost, and then 
one day I was sitting next to a guy at 
a wedding who said ‘if you ever need 
a job just give me a ring’. 

“A few weeks later I had an inter¬ 
view and moved to Singapore.” 

It was during his time moving 
around Asia as a City broker he met 
his wife Polly, who now works in 
London as a lawyer. After having 
their two children, the pair decided 
to move back to the UK and Mr 
O’Brien opened his own business. 

And with his beachwear company 
aimed at the expat market in Singa¬ 
pore and Dubai, the fired contestant 
said he decided to apply for the show 
in order to secure a cash injection 
and market his products overseas. 

“My focus now is making my busi¬ 
ness more successful and pushing it 
out to less freezing climate zones like 
the UIC. 

“These past few weeks have been a 
rollercoaster, but now I’m settling 
down to see what I can do as both a 
businessman and a family man.” 

He added: “Although I would have 
liked to stay to the end, I feel like I’ve 
done my best. And you never know 
what will come from things like this.” 

And most importantly - who does 
he think will win? 

“When you are in there and see 
people develop week by week, you 
honestly can’t predict who will be the 
last person standing. 

“But in terms of who I would like to 
win -1 would say Alana. She’s a real 
sweetheart and we helped each other 
out a lot.” 

Now in its 12th year, the highly 
successful BBC reality show regular¬ 
ly pulls in more than six million 
viewers. 

Previous contestants include Katie 
Hopkins and Loose Women panellist 
Saira Khan. 

Week ending November 6, 2016 11 



MISTAKES: His role as project leader left him floundering this week 


kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 







Claims for 
pothole pain 
rocket but 
only 10% get 
any payout 


Chris Murphy takes a look at figures 
which reveal why more often that not 
drivers are getting no compensation 


K ENT County Council 
fields one of the highest 
number of claims for 
damage caused by pot¬ 
holes, a survey has found 
- but just 10 per cent receive any pay¬ 
out. 

The RAC Foundation checks the to¬ 
tals for all of the councils in the UK, 
and found Kent sits at number four in 
the charts for the sheer number of 
claims put in. 

It says Kent County Council was hit 
with 1,120 claims but paid out on just 
112 of them with an outlay of 
£30,948 - that’s just under £280 
each. 

By comparison, Hampshire is at 
the top of the table with 1,952 claims. 
That county council paid out on 306 
of them for a total of £103,480; an av¬ 
erage of just under £340 each. 

Terry Hudson, the Kent representa¬ 
tive for the Alliance of British Drivers, 
was dismayed at the findings. 

He told us: “We in Kent do not seem 
to fare very well with only 10 per cent 
of compensation claims being suc¬ 
cessful, out of a total 1,120 requested. 

“If you claimed in Northumber¬ 
land, there was a 70 per cent chance 
of being successful. 

“One could argue that Kent is much 
more densely populated and there¬ 
fore roads carry much more traffic, so 
encouraging more claims. But then 
northern counties have much more 
harsh weather, which is often used as 
excuse for road damage. 

“But this still does not reflect the 
discrepancy of actual pay-outs. 

“While generally potholes num¬ 
bers have been reduced over the last 
few years, once off the more main 
roads we are still left with a crum¬ 
bling road system. 

“Many, now very busy roads, are 
too narrow and hence nearside edges 
have become dangerous as they 
crumble away and what can be a nas¬ 
ty jolt in a car, can become quite dan¬ 
gerous if on two wheels. 

“Another problem is that a dam¬ 
aged tyre or faulty suspension may 
not be immediately obvious and may 
only appear weeks or months later 


k k A damaged tyre or 
faulty suspension may 
be not immediately 
obvious and may only 
appear weeks or 
months later and so is 
too late to be claimed 
for, even if you could.f J 


Terry Hudson, 

Alliance of British Drivers 


and so is too late to be claimed for, 
even if you could pin-point the actual 
rut or pothole. 

“If we add the amount of direct tax¬ 
ation paid by drivers, it equates to 
around £50 billion per year, but only 
about 10 per cent is reinvested back 
into the road infrastructure. 

“While political parties support 
grandiose schemes like HS2, which 
will cost a minimum of £50 billion, 
would this huge investment be better 
spent on maintaining roads, most 
people use every day of their lives?” 

Overall in the UK during the past 
12 months, drivers made at least 
31,483 claims against councils for ve¬ 
hicle damage caused by poor road 
conditions. Astonishingly, this is a 
claim submitted every 17 minutes. 

But there is a huge gap between the 
number of claims and payouts, sug¬ 
gesting motorists are ‘trying it on’ or 
councils are strict about the condi¬ 
tions that need satisfying before a 
cheque is signed. 

Overall, authorities settled 26.9 per 
cent of cases in favour of the driver - 
the rest were thrown out. 

The analysis by the RAC Founda¬ 
tion is based on data collected from 
204 out the 207 local authorities in 
the UK. 

Even when there was a payout, 
councils didn’t always pay the full 
amount claimed. 



DAMAGE: Holes in our roads are now a problem all year round as our roads crumble. And with rain and cold 
weather expected this winter it is set to get worse once again despite efforts by the council to fix them 


The average value of a claim was 
£432, though the average value of a 
successful claim was lower at £306. 

Between Hampshire and Kent, the 
second highest number of claims 
made against it was Surrey at 1,412, 
and Hertfordshire on 1,369. 

All councils in the UK had claims, 
except the Isles of Scilly. 

And Orkney Council along with 
the City of London, had only one 
each. 

The weather has taken its toll on 
the roads in recent years. The total 
number of claims received in 2015/16 
by councils across Great Britain is 
31,483, which is around nine per 
cent higher than the previous year. 

A Kent County Council spokesman 
said: “We are one of the largest local 
authorities in England, with over 
5,000 miles of road network, which 
in part explains Kent’s position in 
terms of the number of claims lodged, 
in the RAC Foundation research. 

“It is significant, though, that the 
figures show we had one of lowest 
‘successful’ claim figures in the coun¬ 
try - reflecting a low level of liability 
because of our improved fault report¬ 
ing and repairs brought in over the 
past few years. 

“We work hard to maintain our 


roads to help prevent problems and 
potholes in the future. 

“Resurfacing roads is an essential 
part to maintaining our 5,400 mile 
road network for longer and we 
schedule in planned work, where 
necessary, each year, usually during 
warmer months. 

“We select the right method at the 
right time to get best value for money. 

“Our resurfacing programme is 
published on Kent.gov and our pro¬ 
gramme is based on road condition 
data. 

“This includes regular inspections, 
annual surveys using specialist 
equipment, and reports from council¬ 
lors, parish councils, community 
groups and residents. 

“Our inspectors regularly check for 
defects but we encourage people to 
help us identify any problems and re¬ 
port them. 

“Our recent pothole blitz has so far 
seen more than 1,300 potholes per¬ 
manently repaired together with over 
55,OOOm-sq of larger road repairs 
across the county, and over 12,000 
repairs undertaken as part of our day 
to day routine highway mainte¬ 
nance. 

“The council is spending an extra 
£3 million on pothole repairs this 


year. Additional repairs have been 
undertaken by local companies and 
the workforce empowered to address 
any potholes in a street they are 
working in if a repair is required, this 
has proven to be very successful and 
provide a complete job from our cus¬ 
tomer perspective.” 

Still, the RAC Foundation found 
there is a general backlog of mainte¬ 
nance. Using the government’s own 
assessment, they found some £8.6bn 
still needs to be spent. 

Steve Gooding, director of the RAC 
Foundation, said: “These figures are 
symptomatic of the inadequate fund¬ 
ing available for local road mainte¬ 
nance. 

“Year in, year out, the backlog of 
work on local roads is estimated to 
run to several billion pounds. 

“A pitted road surface isn’t just a 
problem for motorists - for those on 
two wheels it can be life threatening. 

“Just last week the chancellor ac¬ 
knowledged that there had been dec¬ 
ades of underfunding in the nation’s 
infrastructure and that he was keen 
to support targeted, value-for-money 
public investment. Providing the 
funds to fix our roads would be a 
great place to start and would show 
rapid results.” 
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#RVPxmaslights 


XMAS 

STARTS 

HERE 


THURS 17 NOV 


heart 

103.1 102.8 

more music variety 











< 


4.30PM SANTA’S ARRIVAL 

with Su Pollard & Jamie Rickers plus the cast of Snow White 

6.30PM LIGHTS SWITCH ON PARTY 

featuring X Factor winner Ben Haenow 
and BGT finalists Boogie Storm 

Hosted by Heart’s Jenni Falconer 

THESE EVENTS ARE FREE AND MAY BE SUBJECT TO CANCELLATION OR ALTERATION WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE 



ROYAL VICTORIA PLACE 

TUNBRIDGE WELLS 
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Harley Street 
Fertility Clinic 


Suite 33, 40 Churchill Square 
West Mailing, Kent 
ME19 4YU 


Fertility Open Evening 


A great opportunity to learn 
more about us and the fertility 
treatments we offer within an 
informal setting at our new 

King's Hill clinic. 

We welcome you to come 
and meet our team of experts, 
who will be on hand to 
offer free mini consultations 
during the evening. 

Thursday, 10 November 2016 
at 6 pm 


To book your place, 
call us now: 

020 7436 6838 

www.hsfc.org.uk 

info@hsfc.org.uk 





Book Now! 

Our open 
evening places 
limited 



Delivering quality response 
to your recruitment advertising 



Keeping flame 
of French love 
alive despite a 
Brexit future 


We take a trip to Westminster to sit down with a 
man whose constituency is on the frontline of 
the migration debate - Dover and Deal Tory MP 
Charlie Elphicke. He talks France, Theresa May 
and regeneration of the towns he represents 


By Tom Pyman 

tom.pyman@archant.co.uk 


W ITH family living in the 
county and its surrounding 
areas for more than half a 
millennium, it’s fair to say 
Charlie Elphicke’s roots are 
firmly planted in Kent. 

Unashamedly ambitious, yet passionate 
about big issues affecting the Garden of Eng¬ 
land, the Conservative MP for Dover and Deal 
is perfectly warm and welcoming as we sit 
down on a breezy morning in Westminster. 

The ground floor of Portcullis House is buzz¬ 
ing with busy researchers and other parlia¬ 
mentary staff coming and going, with an en¬ 
ergy not dissimilar to that which Mr Elphicke 
has for the county he is proud to call home. 

“I’d spend all week in Dover if I could,” he 
admits, “but there’s a job to be done in London 
-1 have to come up to parliament to speak up 
for the concerns of the people of Dover and 
Deal.” 

Following a commute at “the crack of dawn” 
from his home in St Margaret’s Bay to the 
Houses of Parliament every Monday morning, 
a typical week begins with a series of conven¬ 
tions where he looks to ask questions, be that 
to members of the Home Office or, of course, on 
a Wednesday lunchtime, the prime minister 
herself, who recently described him as “a pas¬ 
sionate advocate for the support for his local 
area”. 

On the day of our meeting he also helped lo¬ 
cal campaigners deliver a petition to Downing 
Street opposing dredging of the Goodwin 
Sands and met with the founders of Fair Fuel 
UK - a Cranbrook-based pressure group aim¬ 
ing to deliver a better deal for drivers at the 
pumps. 

Mr Elphicke says he remains in parliament 
until 10.30pm most Mondays, with similarly 
late finishes each evening until he leaves at 
6pm on a Thursday to drive home to his wife of 
twenty years and two children, aged 16 and 
nine. 

“Friday, I’m in the constituency, going 
around meeting groups, whether it’s the chief 
of police, church groups or a school,” he said. 

“It’s always very busy, there’s no end to it, 
but that’s what I love about it. 

“I’m in the high street every couple of weeks 
-1 hold a street stall, chat to people, talk about 
their concerns, what things they want me to 
take up.” 


When away from work and “all the pres¬ 
sures of modem family life”, the 45-year-old 
plays the flute and enjoys kayaking. 

“That’s my favourite pastime,” he said. 

“I’ve been into it for years, it’s just wonder¬ 
ful, and I used to do sailing as well. 

“I do it about every other week when the sea 
is calmer, you can’t do it when it’s too choppy.” 

Despite being bom in Cambridgeshire and 
educated in Essex, Mr Elphicke makes no se¬ 
cret of his personal affinity with the county 
and a sense of duty to serve the public, which 
he traces back generations. 

“A couple of hundred years ago my ances¬ 
tors were mayors of Tenterden,” he said. 

“There’s a long history in my family of pub¬ 
lic service and it’s something I’m incredibly 
proud of. 

“I was always going to end up back in Kent 
because that’s where the family have always 
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FUTURE: The Conservative MP is confident Deal will keep growing thanks to better rail links, while Dover has ambitious plans to breathe new life into the town, as pictures right, illustrate 


been from. 

“I’m fascinated by how we can improve peo¬ 
ple’s lives and this came home to me when I was 
living in Lambeth in south London. 

“The council was completely corrupt and this 
massive corruption was affecting the lives of the 


people who were most vulnerable. 

“Corruption in government doesn’t hurt the 
well-off, it hurts the least well-off. 

“It made me really cross and I wanted to do 
something about it, so I stood against the La¬ 
bour leader of Lambeth council. 


“It lost control in 1994 and the following year 
I became chairman of the finance committee so 
had to turn it around - make sure people paid 
council tax, reduce corruption, make sure peo¬ 
ple get the services they need, and that’s when I 
realised how much of a difference you can make 


in politics.” 

A former government whip, he was last week 
elected to the Commons’ Public Accounts Com¬ 
mittee to become “the guardian of use of tax- 

Continued on page 16 



You could foster. 


Would you like to make a difference 


in a child s life, want to know more 
about fostering? 


Then drop in to Supported Fostering 
Services information session at the 
Priory Shopping Centre in Dartford 
for an informal chat about fostering. 






Priory Shopping Centre 
Dartford Kent 
DAI2HR 


Fri 18th & Sat 19th Nov 

9am - 5pm 

Sun 20th Nov 

10am - 4pm 


By Sainsbury's and Wilkinson's 
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GROWTH: Big plans for Dover’s port will underpin its success going forward 


Continued from page 15 

payers’ cash”. 

His support for Theresa May has been nota¬ 
ble, and despite voting to Remain in the Euro¬ 
pean Union on June 23, he has been a promi¬ 
nent banger of the Brexit drum ever since the 
result was announced, and appears to be a 
growing ally of Number 10’s current occupant. 

Asked if he was perhaps putting the feelers 
out for a more senior role, to follow in the foot¬ 
steps of fellow Kent MPs Damian Green, Greg 
Clark and Sir Michael Fallon appointed to the 
prime minister’s cabinet earlier this year, he re¬ 
mained coy. 

“I am ambitious - ambitious for Britain and 
the country we can build,” he said. 

“The agenda the prime minister has set out of 
making a Britain that works for everyone, that’s 
the sort of politics I believe in so much. 

“Obviously I want to contribute to the future 
of the country and that’s what I’m doing in set¬ 
ting out all manner of ideas. 

“I’m on public accounts because tax payers’ 
money is really important - we’ve worked so 
hard to earn it, we need to make sure it’s spent 
properly and that the government doesn’t waste 
it.” 

His Dover constituency is somewhat notori¬ 
ous for being somewhere holidaymakers travel 
through, rather than to, and it’s a perception 
that frustrates its MP. 

Mr Elphicke believes a number of multi-mil¬ 
lion pound projects, which recently went on dis¬ 
play at a UK-wide property marketplace in a bid 
to champion Dover as a post-Brexit hub for in¬ 
vestors, will help regenerate the town. 

“I’m so passionate about Dover and Deal be¬ 
ing a destination in their own right,” he said. 

“Deal is a town massively on the rise, we’ve 
seen it become the high street of the year, the 
fast train is transforming the town and it’s fan¬ 
tastic to see so much energy and how vibrant 
Deal is. 

“We battled for years to get rid of Burlington 
House [a 12-storey office block] which was a 
monstrous carbunckle infecting the landscape. 


“When that was knocked down it fired the 
starting gun on the renewal of Dover. 

“Now we’re taking forward the St James de¬ 
velopment [which includes a six-screen cinema, 
108-bed hotel, and a host of major retail brands] 
which will transform the town centre, we’re 
seeing a Western Docks revival, the port’s on 
the up, the town’s on the up, and I’m hugely 
confident and optimistic about the amazing fu¬ 
ture we’re making for Dover and how we can 
make it a great destination - a place to travel to, 
but not go through.” 

Often considered the gateway between Brit¬ 


ain and Europe, Dover has strong links with 
Calais in France across the Channel, where 
mayor Natacha Bouchart has called for the cur¬ 
rent Le Touquet agreement of juxtaposed bor¬ 
der controls. 

“She’s quite a character, isn’t she?” Mr El¬ 
phicke said. 

“But she obviously cares passionately about 
Calais, and I respect that, because I care pas¬ 
sionately about Dover too. 

“I work very closely with the president of the 
Nord-Pas-de-Calais region because we see a 
great future of Kent and Calais to work ever 


more closely together. 

“We may be leaving the European Union but 
we’re not leaving Europe, and France is a key 
trading partner for us, we don’t see anything 
changing, in fact we want more co-operation 
and to work more closely. 

“We’re in contact all the time, on a weekly ba¬ 
sis absolutely, and the people of Dover feel a deep 
understanding of the difficult times the people 
of Calais have with that horrible Jungle. 

“They’re not very keen on Brussels, but 
France is an old ally, Dover and Calais are twin 
towns and we need to deepen that co-operation 
so we end up with more tourists on both sides, 
more jobs, more money and more success.” 

Mr Elphicke says he speaks “un petit peu” 
French, though most communication is done in 
English. 

And communication and teamwork can 
surely be considered two buzzwords of Mr El¬ 
phicke’s tenure - as he insists, as “convenor of 
the Kent group”, on regular meetings with fel¬ 
low county MPs, county and district council 
leaders such as KCC’s Paul Carter and Dover 
District Council’s Paul Watkins, police and 
crime commissioner Matthew Scott and the 
South East Local Enterprise Partnership. 

“Teamwork gets results - working together 
makes a difference to people’s daily lives,” he 
said. 

That ethos appears to be spreading across the 
county, with five east Kent districts looking to 
merge and create one ‘super council’ in a bid to 
drive efficiency - a prospect Mr Elphicke whole¬ 
heartedly endorses. 

“If they come to a proposal, and I hope that 
they will, it’s really important for them to take it 
to the Kent MPs and to government and help 
make it work. 

“If we’re able to make massive cost savings 
and provide better services for the people of east 
Kent, it makes sense to do, but we need to see 
the proposal first. 

“What we’re looking at is not a unitary like 
Medway, it’s a super district, and I’d be really in¬ 
terested to see the case they make.” 



The Fireplace 

A Family Run Business 

Wood and Multi Fuel Stoves 
Stove Package Deals Available 
Marble, Wood and Stone 
Fire Surrounds 
Bespoke Service Available 
Gas and Electric Fires 
Chimney Lining 
Full Installation Service 



Visit Our Showroom 

6 ^ U jm 2 Castle Court, Castle Road, Eurolink Industrial 

Estate, Sittingbourne, Kent ME10 3TD 

Cl DCCS I lint Tel/Fax: 01795 599234 

■ IK E ■ L A flj L www.the-fireplace.net 

Opening Times: Monday - Friday 9.30-4, Saturday 10-4 


Bideford: 4 day 
Coach trip £105 

Enjoy a wonderful break in Bideford and north Devon for a 
very special price next spring... 

Full details: We arrive on Friday afternoon at 
the lovely 3 star Durrant House hotel to a 
warm welcome and refreshments. We stay 
for 3 nights and have trips out on Saturday 
and Sunday and return home on Monday. 


Trips out include: market town of Barnstaple, 
Picturesque village of Appledore and Atlantic 
Shopping Village 

Durrant House Hotel Bideford ★★★ 

Modern, spacious hotel with two restaurants, two 
bars, and a large ballroom with evening 
entertainment. 125 guest rooms with full 
amenities. Lift. 

Friday 20th January £105 

Price includes: 3 nights hotel with 3-course dinner and 
full choice breakfast plus all coach travel trips out as 
shown. Single room Supplement £19 

Call to book or book online 

GBTOURS 
® 0151 652 2222 
www.gbtours.com 

32 Years of great-value coach 
trips. 

ABTOT Bonded 5076 



Our coach departs: Margate 
- Broadstairs - Ramsgate - 
Canterbury - Ashford - 
Maidstone - and then to 
Bideford. 

No changing coaches, no 
endless pick-ups. Same 
coach, same driver 
throughout your holiday - 


Amazing Value for £105 

* 3-Course dinner each evening 

* Complimentary pre-dinner 
drink 

* Entertainment/Dancing each 
evening in the Ballroom 

* Hot and cold buffet breakfast 
each morning 

•Trip to Barnstaple and 
Bideford on Saturday 

•Trip to Atlantic Shopping 
village on Sunday 

* Refreshments/music to dance 
to on Sunday afternoon 

* Last night Tarty Night' with 
optional fancy dress 
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Established 1981 

Over 60,000 customers! 


Limited 


Celebrating over 34 years of 


0% Finance representative available 
upon request subject to status 




Don’t just 
glaze it, 


as heard on heart 


FENSA 


Our Sale Now On! 

Kent’s leading double glazing manufacturer 


Introducing the... 

Supa Diamond 

A rated, ANY size, ANY number 
of openers, White UPVC 


WINDOWS 

£1,512 
WINDOWS 
£1,890 £<3 
WINDOWS 

£2,268 r“ 

WINDOWS 


OFF ALL 


Conservatories 
& Orangeries 


Convert your 
conservatory into 
a usable all year 
round sun-porch with 

the SupaUte tiled 


WINDOWS 

£1,891 i"3 

WINDOWS 

£2,364 

WINDOWS 

£2,836« 

WINDOWS 


' An extra \ 

£100 

on production 

nl thic orliroKt* .1^1.1.1111.1^11111.1 liPjiiL.LLIIJIl Vrin . 


« £3,309iSv»x 

All inclusive of fitting, survey, guarantee & includes 
Pilkington Energikare saving glass. Did you know triple glazing 
only saves an extra 0.5% on average which is about £3 per year. 

The choice is yours! 


Hurry! 

Offers end 
22nd 
November 


5 Chamber Profile 
Pilkington Optiwhite™ (outer pane) 
Argon gas filling with warm edge spacer 
Pilkington K Glass™ OW (inner pane) 

A Rated Windows 


Open 6 days a week 1 — “" raNY y ^EmllsoT : 

Monday ■ Saturday 9am ■ 5pm Factory awarded British Safety Council Safety Award: Every Year Since 1984 

01 795 422 877 Head office and factories at Deacon Trading Centre, Knight Road, Strood. H 

01634 826 238 f L' www.supaglazing.com is £ 


2 Roman Square, Sittingbourne 
13 Lowfield Street, Dartford 

20 Hight Street, Rochester (next to the Victoria & Bull Hotel) 


‘1 per order Terms and conditions apply. Licenced credit brokers, written details available on request. E&OE. 61156 
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LUKEHURST 


f-UKNHUkt I BtDS I CAKHt f« 


CUR I AINS 


lukehurst.co.uk 


Bargebrick House, Eurolink Way, Sittingbourne 
ME10 3HH Tel: 01795 430299 

High Street, Rainham ME8 7JH. 

Tel: 01634 236956 

Buy online at lukehurst.CO.uk 
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START: Staff and VIPs mark the first work on a major new addition to the accident and emergency department of a hospital which has spent recent years in special measures 

Work begins on £18m project to 
get A&E off life support machine 

Adele Couchman heads to Gillingham as Medway Maritime seeks to improve emergency services 


C onstruction work has 

begun on the final phase of 
an £18 million programme 
to redevelop the emergen¬ 
cy department of the Med¬ 
way Maritime Hospital. 

And it is hoped it will allow it to 
take a giant stride out of the highly- 
publicised problems it has experi¬ 
enced. 

The Medway NHS Foundation 
Trust, which runs the site in Gilling¬ 
ham, has been in special measures 
since July 2013. 

In a damning report released by 
the Care Quality Commission (COC) 
in January, health watchdogs found 
the trust to be struggling in a number 
of areas - with its A&E department 
ranked “inadequate” and “not able to 
cope”. 

The COC found that during the bus¬ 
iest times patients spent a long time 
waiting in corridors and were left un¬ 
attended while they waited due to a 
lack of available beds. 

The emergency department is cur¬ 
rently designed for around 45,000 
visitors but sees more than 110,000 
people per year. On a typical day, 
Medway A&E sees over 110 ambu¬ 
lances per day - with more than ten 
ambulances per hour between 11am 
and 8pm. 

But it is hoped the new majors area 
- which will be built next to the cur¬ 
rent ambulance bay for people with 
serious injuries and life-threatening 
conditions - will improve life for staff 
and patients. 

Rochester and Strood MP Kelly Tol- 
hurst welcomed the expansion of the 


emergency department. She told KoS: 
“Medway has been on a progressive 
path of improvement over the last two 
years and the changes that have al¬ 
ready been made are from my point of 
view a success. 

“The feedback I have received from 
local people has been extremely posi¬ 
tive. I was stopped yesterday by some¬ 
body who had an experience last 
week and they were singing the hos¬ 
pital’s praises.” 

She added: “It’s good news for users 
of Medway hospital and part of the 
development and improvement we 
have been waiting for.” 

Since 2014 the emergency depart¬ 
ment has been undergoing a major 
development programme, with the 
introduction of a new children’s de¬ 
partment, minors area and majors 
waiting area. 

When the new majors building is 
finished in late 2017, there will 24 
majors bays, seven bays in resuscita¬ 
tion, and 10 bays in the Clinical Deci¬ 
sions Unit (CDU). 

Clare Hughes, a senior matron for 
the hospital’s emergency programme, 
said the current A&E service is strug¬ 
gling to meet demand: “We are work¬ 
ing currently in a department that is 
currently not fit for purpose. On one 
of our busiest days last July, we saw 
over 400 patients in a 24 hour period. 

“Trying to provide good, quality 
emergency care to all those patients 
in such a small facility with poor con¬ 
ditions is really tricky. It’s also hard 
for staff because they are working in 
such bad conditions. 

“The new build of the majors de- 


k k Trying to provide 
good, quality 
emergency care to all 
those patients in such a 
small facility with poor 
conditions is really 
tricky. f f 


Clare Hughes, 

Senior matron, Medway Maritime 

partment will resolve the issues of 
overcrowding because we are dou¬ 
bling our capacity. 

“Instead of working with 12 major 
cubicles we will be working with 24. 
We currently have a resuscitation 
area of five bays and that will go up to 
seven.” 

The emergency department at 
Medway has been known for treating 
patients in corridors during its busi¬ 
est periods - although the hospital in¬ 
sists that whilst it is waiting for extra 
cubicles staff are able to protect pa¬ 
tient safety. 

“We’ve been criticised in the past 
that we’ve managed patients in inap¬ 
propriate areas in the department,” 
adds Ms Hughes. 

“But what we have done is put a 
number of measures in place. So if pa¬ 
tients have to be managed outside of 
our majors area, we carry out a very 
robust risk assessment and make 


sure they can be managed in other 
areas of the department that aren’t 
very ideal.” 

She added: “We’ve put significant 
improvements in the emergency de¬ 
partment and now patients are man¬ 
aged in a much safer way and are pro¬ 
vided with a high standard of 
emergency care.” 

Other improvements to Medway 
A&E include better nursing recruit¬ 
ment and a reduced reliance on agen¬ 
cy staff - an area the COC were con¬ 
cerned about in their last inspection. 

On multiple occasions during their 
visit in August and September last 
year, the watchdog found that more 
than half of nurses on duty were from 
an agency. 

“When I started here in December 
last year, we had a vacancy rate of 65 
per cent and we were heavily reliant 
on agency staff”, said Ms Hughes. 

“We have improved that and our 
vacancy rate has now dropped to 17 
per cent. We are much less reliant on 
agency staff, meaning we can train 
them ourselves and know they are 
providing a high standard of emer¬ 
gency care. 

“One of the things we have put in 
place is an emergency care course 
run at BSc and MSc level affiliated to 
the University of Greenwich which 
will start next month. 

“We are first trust in the region to 
provide that course at master’s level. 

“With so many nurses coming to 
us with a degree already, we will be in 
a very strong position to improve our 
recruitment because we can now of¬ 
fer tham a master’s course in emeg- 


ency care.” 

She added: “Nursing recruitment is 
an issue nationally. We’re not the 
only ones suffering. However if we 
come out of special measures I think 
it will improve our recruitment even 
further.” 

The recent COC report also high¬ 
lighted there was a clear requirement 
for emergency department staff to re¬ 
ceive further training to help improve 
the clinical assessment and overall 
experience a patient has when they 
arrive at Medway Maritime. 

In response to this, the hospital’s 
A&E has introduced a learning and 
development board, which sits 
monthly and oversees all training for 
doctors and nurses. 

There have also been a number of 
key appointments to its clinical lead¬ 
ership team, including the appoint¬ 
ment of a consultant nurse/educa¬ 
tionalist, senior matron and general 
manager. 

The Medway NHS Foundation 
Trust was originally placed in special 
measures by Sir Bruce Keogh because 
of concerns over mortality rates and 
standards of care in 2013. 

During the most recent inspection 
in January, inspectors found the trust 
still needed to make significant im¬ 
provements to ensure it was consist¬ 
ently delivering care which was safe, 
effective, caring, and responsive to 
people’s needs. 

But the troubled trust, which has 
seen a new management team in¬ 
stalled in a bid to turn its fortunes 
around, insists standards are slowly 
improving. 
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Red carpet out as shop saved 
by villagers greets countess 

Community stores rescued after group of locals teamed up with plush public 
school to ride to the rescue and make it a hub for the village and its residents 


By Emily King 

emiLy.king@archant.co.uk 


A VILLAGE shop saved af¬ 
ter the community it 
served rallied around to 
prevent it from closing, 
was given the royal seal 
of approval this week after the Coun¬ 
tess of Wessex made a special visit. 

The Countess, who grew up in west 
Kent, having lived in Brenchley and 
attended both Kent College in Pem- 
bury and West Kent College in Ton- 
bridge, was the special guest of hon¬ 
our in celebrating the revival of the 
Benenden Community Shop. 

In the space of two years, the shop 
was turned from the brink of collapse 
to a profitable venture - and is a solid 
example of how people can work to¬ 
gether with local businesses to deliver 
benefits to all. It now acts not only as 
a village stores, but also a key com¬ 
munity social hub. 

Martin Pexton is the chairman and 
finance director of the shop’s commit¬ 
tee. He explained to KoS: “There’s al¬ 
ways been a shop in the village but it 



had been in danger of closing for quite 
a while and the owners weren’t en¬ 
joying it. It wasn’t succeeding. 

“In the end we were all saying we 
can’t lose the shop, so we came up 
with a plan which included Benenden 
School.” 

The £11,900 a term public school is 
certainly no stranger to the royal 
family. In 1963, the Queen sent her 
eldest daughter Princess Anne to the 
school and was a regular visitor. 

But it was the school’s need for ex¬ 
tra staff accommodation which 
proved key to its role in saving the 
shop. 


Encouraged by locals from the vil¬ 
lage, they joined forces in an arrange¬ 
ment which saw the school acquire 
and renovate the premises. They use 
the living areas for staff accommoda¬ 
tion and leased the commercial 
premises to the community. 

Samantha Price, headteacher of 
Benenden School, explained: “When 
the group came to us we sat down 
with them and spoke about how we 
could make it work. In the end we 
were supporting the village and then 
it was supporting us.” 

The 12-people strong committee 
raised funds of £90,000 through 
share issues, grants and donations, 
enabling the shop to be fitted out and 
stocked. Together with a newly-cre¬ 
ated cafe, it is run by volunteers and 
paid managers. 

Adds shop committe chairman Mr 
Pexton: “The shop wouldn’t be viable 
without volunteer staff. We have over 
40 regular volunteers, as well as five 
paid managers. The store brings in 
more money than the cafe but the 
cafe makes three times the profit. 
Now, together they’re making 
enough profit to pay the managerial 


team and keep the business running. 

“Clearly we need to make money so 
we’re doing plenty of promotions. Our 
wine tasting evenings are extremely 
popular, and the last one alone sold 
£2,500 worth of alcohol in one night 
which is more than we’d usually sell 
in two months. 

“It’s great fun, and we’ve realised if 
we don’t create a fun working envi¬ 
ronment, we won’t keep the volun¬ 
teers that are so crucial to the busi¬ 
ness. 

“But none of this could have hap¬ 
pened without Sam Price and the 
school either.” 

Benenden School sends pupils to 
the shop and cafe on Sundays to vol¬ 
unteer as part of their Duke of Edin¬ 
burgh award scheme, which requires 
those taking part to do voluntary 
work, in addition to a host of other 
worthwhile, character-forming ven¬ 
tures. It was another reason Ms Price 
agreed to the buying of the village as¬ 
set. 

The head explained: “The shop has 
always been a really important part 
of the lives of the girls at the school 
and the old shop was certainly look¬ 



ing very tired. It’s a great place for 
them to come on the weekends to get 
away from the grounds and socialise 
or use the free WiFi here. 

“To have the opportunity to be able 
to support the village in refurbishing 
the shop to turn it into what we’ve got 
now and to give something back to 
the community is really important.” 

Volunteers usually take on one 
shift a week, and come from all walks 
of the community. 

“It’s a really wonderful part of the 


BDL GAS SERVICES 

^3 01634 232048 -4 

9 High Street, Rainham, Kent, ME8 7HX www.bdlgasservices.co.uk 


A FAMILY RUN BUSINESS ESTABLISHED 
IN RAINHAM FOR OVER 16YRS 

ALL YOUR GAS APPLIANCE NEEDS UNDER ONE ROOF 

Supply, Install and service Boilers & Central Heating systems 
Fires Gas & Electric • Water heaters • Wall heaters • Cookers Gas & Electric 



Free surveys for installation • Landlord certificates • Natural Gas & LPG 
Huge range of high efficiency fires made in the UK with a 5yr warranty 
All engineers Gas Safe registered • Medway Fair Trader member 

Supply and install Wood, Marble & Stone 
Fireplaces fully bespoke if required 



GIRUNGS' 

MEDICAL NEGLIGENCE 
HELPDESK 

Call us on 0845 2221999 

or Text “compensation” to 88802 
For a FREE, no obligation chat about your claim for 
negligent medical treatment 


y 

ft 



www.girlingpersonalinjury.co.uk 

KENT no win no fee specialists 
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GREET: Countess of Wessex meets the likes of MP Helen Grant, right, at the shop’s official opening this week - but 
fog proved problematic for two other planned visits in the county - both of which had to be cancelled after the royal 
helicopter was grounded. 


village, and it’s a great place to meet 
people,” says volunteer, the Reverend 
David Commander. “I talk with peo¬ 
ple from the parish here. If they won’t 
come into the church or knock on my 
door, I meet them here. It’s a hub that 
enables everyone to work together, 
the community, the church, and the 
school.” 


The oldest person living in 
Benenden, 97-year-old George Jor¬ 
dan, informed KoS that all villagers 
take advantage of the shop. “I come 
down here at least once a day. The vil¬ 
lage is lovely, and this shop means I 
have somewhere to go everyday. I 
only live up the road, and when I 
come in, it’s always busy.” 


And on Tuesday, the shop rolled 
out the red carpet for the visit of So¬ 
phie the Countess of Wessex. 

She visited the shop and cafe and 
unveiled a plaque commemorating 
her morning there and the celebra¬ 
tion of the official opening. 

At an event attended by a host of 
dignitaries, the Lord Lieutenant of 



MEET: Countess met staff and volunteers from the shop, which included 
pupils from Benenden who work there over the weekend 


Kent, the Viscount De L’lsle, intro¬ 
duced the royal visitor to Maidstone 
and the Weald MP Helen Grant, may¬ 
or of Tunbridge Wells Borough Coun¬ 
cil David Neve and committee chair¬ 
man Martin Pexton. 

Mr Pexton escorted the countess 
into the shop and presented the man¬ 
agers - Melanie Harris, Susan Butch¬ 
ers, Viv Sheppard, Lorraine Charsley, 
Penny Roberts, accompanied by 
headteacher Samantha Price. 

However, hopes the countess, wife 
of Prince Edward, would be able to 
conduct a string of other appoint¬ 


ments in the county were scuppered 
by the heavy fog which hung over 
Kent on Tuesday. 

She had been expected at the Med¬ 
way Maritime Hospital in Gillingham 
to open a new bereavement suite and 
an exhibition space at Rochester Ca¬ 
thedral. 

However, the fog meant the royal 
helicopter could not ferry her be¬ 
tween engagements, and it was ruled 
there would not be time to travel via 
car between appointments. 

Both openings continued as 
planned, but without Sophie. 


SPECIAL OF 
THE WEEK 

The Faro 

fire surround back 
panel & hearth 

JUST £639! 

(fire not included) 



The Celsi Fire 

Colour-changing, 
remote control, 
wall-mounted 
electric fire 


WAS £449 

NOW £380! 



Order your fire in 
time for Christmas! 

Morris & Turner 

BATHROOM AND FIREPLACE 
SHOWROOM 

• •• 

Bespoke made to measure fireplaces 
with a wide choice of finishes. 

Visit our showroom today for some 
friendly advice and quality service. 

Third Avenue, Chatham, Kent ME5 OAD 
sales@morrisandturner.co.uk 

01634 813813 

www.morrisandturner.co.uk 
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Author’s shock as 
Aussie PM writes 
to praise her book 


By Tom Pyman 

tom.pyman@archantco.uk 


A N AUTHOR said she was 
“shaking for half an 
hour” after receiving a 
personal letter from the 
Australian prime minis¬ 
ter revealing he would read her book 
to his grandchildren. 

Faye Beerling, 48, began work in 
January on writing Little Wings - a 
children’s book telling the tale of leg¬ 
endary pilot Amy Johnson, the first 
woman to fly solo from England to 
Australia, who died serving her 
country off the shores of Herne Bay in 
January 1941, with her body and the 
wreckage of her plane never found. 

Ms Beerling, who previously 
worked as a driving test administra¬ 
tor before embarking on a writing ca¬ 
reer, said after publication in July, she 
wanted to reach out to the other side 
of the world and share the story with 
children Down Under. 

“We got in touch with some muse¬ 


ums and book shops and it’s been sell¬ 
ing well out there,” the author told 
KoS. 

“But I thought ‘wouldn’t it be lovely 
to send something to the prime min¬ 
ister? ’ because I know he is a grandfa¬ 
ther and these type of books are really 
educational. 

“I was never expecting anything 
back, I just wanted to make him 
aware.” 

It was to her complete shock, then, 
when last week she received a cream- 
coloured envelope marked with an 
unmistakeable Australian crest. 

“I thought ‘no, it can’t be, surely’ -1 
couldn’t open it, I just sat there look¬ 
ing at it,” she said. 

Malcolm Turnbull thanked Miss 
Beerling for sending him a letter and 
copy of the book and told her: “As a 
grandfather myself I understand how 
books enrich children’s lives, and I’m 
sure my grandchildren will greatly 
appreciate your thoughtful gift. 

“I look forward to reading your 
work to Isla.” 

“I was shaking for half an hour,” 


she said. 

“It’s short and sweet but what he 
said was significant and I’m certainly 
going to frame the letter. 

“To know that the prime minister 
of Australia will be reading this book 
to his granddaughter fills me with 
pride and joy 

“I just couldn’t believe someone 
like that took time to write to this lit¬ 
tle, tiny author tucked away in Kent, 
it’s amazing.” 

The book itself tells the story of Ms 
Johnson through a jet, who is scared 
of heights and bullied by his peers. 

“He’s uncomfortable and nervous 
and that was my childhood,” said 
mother-of-one Ms Beerling, who lives 
in Herne Bay herself with husband, 
Howard. 

“I was able to write a positive book 
about never giving up, never giving 
into bullying and believing in your¬ 
self. 

“The feedback has been amazing - 
we sold 1,250 copies in the first few 
weeks and that was without any real 
pushing.” 



IMPRESSED: Faye Beerling with 
Prince Michael of Kent, above, and the 
letter from the Australian PM. 


Ms Beerling was present at the un¬ 
veiling of a bronze statue of Ms John¬ 
son in the town in September after 
years of campaigning by her friend, 
Jane Priston, where she also met 
Prince Michael of Kent. 

“He was adorable and had all the 
time in the world for me,” she said. 

“He asked a lot of questions about 
me and how the book was going and 
said his granddaughter loved it.” 
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Come visit our 
retail shop! 


Open 7 days a week 
10am - 4pm 
Saturdays till 6pm 
Christmas Eve 
10am - 2pm 


CHRISTMAS AT HORNBY 

THROUGH THE WHOLE OF DECEMBER 

Watch out for our Christmas offers, in store only! 

£1 entry every Thursday and Friday 


WESTWOOD i MARGATE » KENT I CT? 4 JX 


www.hqfnby.cgm, yisimrcerme- 10 I:01643 233524 


E-matlj viiilofesnlr Hornby com 
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S we brace our¬ 
selves for a week¬ 
end of whizz 
bangs for Bonfire 
Night, it reminds 
us all that, lurking just 
around the corner, is the 
most magical time of the 
year. 

Yes, Christmas fever is set 
to get under way in force 
over the coming weeks, and 
we hope this guide will help 
you get in the mood for what, 
to many, is a season full of 
fun and happiness. 

Inside this special supple¬ 
ment, you’ll find everything 
from a list (below) of some 
great events taking place 
around the county which will 
hopefully give you and your 
friends some memories to 
cherish, to a selection of deco¬ 
rations, and, of course, pan¬ 
tomimes taking place around 
the county. 

And if that doesn’t put you 
in the mood, then what 
about pushing the boat out 
this year and heading across 
the Channel to explore one 


of Europe’s premier Christ¬ 
mas markets; ideal for an ex¬ 
travagant family getaway or 
a romantic weekend away. 

What’s more, on these pag¬ 
es are further great ideas 
from our loyal advertisers; 


whether it’s a great meal 
out, event or inspiration for 
gifts or an unusual night 
out, there’s bound to be 
something for everyone. 

And the good news is, 
there will be a second help¬ 


ing of A Kentish Christmas 
in the coming weeks, so 
don’t forget to keep picking 
up your copy of Kent on Sun¬ 
day each weekend; the per¬ 
fect way to get set for the big 
day! See you then... 


Get in the festive mood in style this year 

Why not try out these great events across the county? 




What? 

Whitefriars Christmas Market 

Where? 

Whitefriars, Canterbury 

When? 

November 26-December 24 

More info: 

Street traders and Santa in his grotto 

What? 

Santa at the Hop Farm 

Where? 

Hop Farm, Paddock Wood 

When? 

December 3-23 

More info: 

Meet the man himself before the big day 

What? 

The Christmas Experience 

Where? 

Bewl Water, Lamberhurst 

When? 

December 10-24 

More info: 

Help Santa and his elves with a tour 
around Bewl Water 

v What? 

\ Ice rink, Tunbridge Wells 

Where? 


Calverley Grounds 

When? 

November 18-January 2 

More info: 

Tickets on sale now - so get your skates on! 

What? 

Grotto and ice skating 

Where? 

Bluewater 

When? 

November 24-December 24 

More info: 

Part of a host of festive fun at Bluewater 

What? 

Dickensian Christmas 


Where? 

High Street, Rochester 

When? 

December 3-4 

More info: 

Step back in time to Charles Dickens’ time 

What? 

Christmas Grotto at the Reindeer Centre 

Where? 

Capralama Farm, Pluckley 

When? 

December 1-18 

More info: 

Meet Santa...and his real reindeers in a 
unique setting in the Kent countryside - a 
memorable experience. 


What? 

Spirit of Christmas 

Where? 

Ouex Park, Birchington 

When? 

November 2 6-January 2 

More info: 

Ice rink, Santa and lots more 

What? 

Santa Specials 

Where? 

Kent & East Sussex Railway 

When? 

December 3-4 

More info: 

Take a steam train to visit Father 
Christmas at his grotto 

What? 

Christmas Markets 

Where? 

Leeds Castle (pictured) 

When? 

Weekends from December 3-23 
More info: 

Get great gift ideas and 
decorations from traders 
on the lawn in front of 
the castle 
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Satellite & TV 

IMow installing home security systems and 
CCTV - get yours in time for Christmas! 



LCD Plasma TV Install Satellite European Satellites CCTV 
SKY Aerials Home Cinema Specialists 
European satellites include: 

Hotbird - French, German, Italian & Polish Astra 3 - Digi TV 
Nile Sat and many others 


v T: 01474 537145 • M: 0797 378 6160 

^ E: jaysatellite@hotmail.com 

3 Brewhouse Yard, Gravesend | Kent DAI 2 2EJ 

- - , ^www. satelliteandtv. co.uk. 





MEET SANTA’S 
REINDEER 


X 

things wood 

Christmas Trees 


Gravelly Bottom Road, Kingswood, Maidstone ME17 3NU 
E: info@kingswoodchristmastrees.co.uk 
T: 01622 843780/842096 M: 07802 269019 cc 

www.kingswoodchristmastrees.co.uk accepted 

Trade Enquiries Welcome 


SANTA’S GROTTO OPEN 9-5 WEEKENDS FROM END OF NOVEMBER 


SHOP OPENS DAILY FROM SAT 12TH NOVEMBER 
OPEN FROM 9AM-5PM AND TILL 7PM ON WEDNESDAYS, 
30TH NOV, 7TH DEC, AND 14TH DEC. 


Fresh home grown Christmas Trees, wreaths, 
decorations, lights and stands - everything but the 
turkey!! 


Refreshments available 


% 



/\l ICE IS V/0NMKi<IND 

Christmas Ice Show 

Wet iRtStoy 21 st 


AY TOUt TE U-TSflrfJj-lk 
VirtfJHrW' fc| 


E hsi^i Ghhihiu# 

OO 

TICKET PRICES 
Adult £ 6.50 Child £5.50 
Concessions £6.00 
Family of 4 £22.00 
School Discount £4.00 per child 


gillingham@silver-blades.co.uk 
Tel: 08700 85 2929 
POSTCODE ME6 9PU W 



Fb'i'Xy 
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Evr-acn £25 per peri-on, 


I Tel: 01233 213020 | Email: enquiries@eastwellmanor.co.uk | 

www.eastwellmanor.co.uk 

Eastwell Park, Boughton Lees, Ashford, Kent TN25 4HR 
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Your essential guide 


" A'liH’OMIME is a 
tradition that dates 
r / ^^back years, and for 
many, it completes 
their Christmas 

festivities. 

This year, the variety of shows 
being staged across the county is 
vast, and includes classics such 
as Jack and the Beanstalk, Peter 
Pan, and Snow White. 

And with performances 
beginning in the coming weeks 
and running through to January 
there is plenty of time to book 
tickets to see your favourite story 
performed on stage. 

Pantomime remains as 
popular as ever with its 
helter-skelter of emotions, 
drama, comedy, music and 
double entendres making 
audiences laugh year on year. 

A number of familiar faces will 
be returning to Kent’s pantos, 
including comedian Joe 
Pasquale, presenter Stephen 
Mulhern and EastEnders’ Ricky 
Norwood. 

Here is our guide to what’s 
on, and where... 

Snow White and the Seven 
Dwarfs 

Where: Dartford’s Orchard 
Theatre 

Dates .‘December 10 - 31 
What: Starring comedian and 
national treasure Joe Pasquale, 
Snow White And The Seven 
Dwarfs will be spectacularly 
brought to life with an abun¬ 
dance of comedy, sensational 
song and dance numbers, 
fabulous costumes, stunning 
scenery and spectacular 3D 
effects. 

Tickets: Visit orchardtheatre. 
co.uk or call 01322 220000 

Dick Whittington 

Where: Canterbury’s Marlowe 
Theatre 

Dates: November 25 - January 8 
What: This fun-packed, family 
pantomime will star popular TV 
stars, Stephen Mulhern and 
Marlowe favourites, Ben Roddy 
and Lloyd Hollett. Once again, 
the show will be written and 
directed by Paul Hendy and 
brought to you by Evolution, the 
same team behind last year’s 
panto hit. The show promises to 
be spectacular, top-quality 

East 


family entertainment with the 
emphasis on strong casting, high 
production values and a 
genuinely funny script. 

Tickets: Visit marlowetheatre. 
com or call 01227 787787. 

Cinderella 

Where: Margate’s Winter 
Gardens 

Dates: November 30 - December 
4 

What: They’re back, those 
adorable sisters’ Pinot and Grigio 
return to the Margate Winter 
Gardens for the family panto. 
Handsome Prince Charming and 
his side kick Dandini, have to find 
the perfect royal bride, but in 
Pantoland nothing is ever quite 
what it seems. 

Tickets: Visit margatewinter- 
gardens.co.uk or call 01843 
292795 

Sleeping Beauty 

Where: Maidstone’s Hazlitt 
Theatre 

Dates: December 2 - January 2 
What: The story of Sleeping 
Beauty is a classic tale full of 
magic, princes, a spinning wheel 
and a family sized dollop of good 
old pantomime humour. 
Tickets: Visit parkwoodthea- 
tres.co.uk or call 01622 758611. 

Jack and the Beanstalk 


Where: Broadstairs’ Memorial 
Theatre 

Dates: December 13 - 30 
What: Following on from last 
year’s Aladdin, the popular, 
traditional pantomime season 
continues this Christmas. The 
production is brought to life by 
the same creative team that have 
delighted audiences for the past 
six years and this year’s 
production promises to be the 
same magical family fun. 
Tickets: Visit ents24.com 

Peter Pan 

Where: Margate’s Theatre Royal 
Dates: December 10 - 31 
What: Firm favourite Jezo 
returns to play the hilarious 
pirate Smee and after his 
dastardly performance as 
Abanazar in last year’s Aladdin, 
Rob Cummings returns as 
Captain Hook. Watch as Peter 
Pan, Wendy and the children fly 
on until morning to beat the 
vicious Captain Hook and give a 
loving home once more to the 
lost boys. But lurking in the 
water is the nasty croc just 
waiting to get the upper hand of 
anyone who dares come close. 
With all the fabulous scenery, 
costumes, special effects and 
laughter you’ll wish once they fly 
they will Never Land. 

Tickets: Visit theatreroyalmar- 



READY: Cast of Snow White get into costume ahead of stint at 
the Assembly Hall Theatre 
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BIG: Marlowe 
production is 
traditionally one 
of the most 
in-demand 


to the panto season 



gate.com or call 01843 292795. 

Snow White and the Seven 
Dwarfs 

Where: Tunbridge Wells’ 
Assembly Hall 

Dates : December 9 - January 2 
What: Starring Su Pollard as 
the Wicked Queen and Jamie 
Rickers (from Citv and Nickelo¬ 
deon) as Muddles, with Millie 
Booth as Snow White and Jamie 
Steen as Nursie, UK Productions 
bring you Snow White and the 
Seven Dwarfs, with sparkling 
sets, beautiful costumes, 
hilarious antics, wonderful 
special effects and loads of 
sing-along, laugh-along fun. 
Tickets: Visit assemblyhallthea- 
tre.co.uk or call 01892 530613. 

Jack and the Beanstalk 

Where: Chatham’s Central 
Theatre 

Dates: December 8-31 
What: Join Jack on the 
adventure of a lifetime as he 
bounds up the beanstalk to do 
battle with Giant Blunderbore. 
Does Dame Trott finally get her 
man? Can Simple Simon work 
out which end of the cow needs 


milking? Will Clarabelle the cow 
remember all her dance 
mooooo-ves? Find out in a 
pantomime that scales new 
heights, with a stomping giant 
and all the magic and mayhem of 
a traditional Christmas 
extravaganza. 

Tickets: Visit medwayticket- 
slive.co.uk or call 01634 338338. 

Sleeping Beauty 

Where: Sevenoaks’ Stag 
Community Arts Centre 
Dates: December 2 - January 8 
What: This year EastEnders’ Fat 
Boy, Ricky Norwood, stars along¬ 
side 90’s pop sister act Cleopatra, 
who will be reforming to play 
Sleeping Beauty’s panto fairies. 
Sevenoaks Panto regulars Jasette 
Amos, Peter Brad Leigh and 
Richard Tate also star. Featuring 
a live band, stunning sets and 
costumes, a star cast, and all the 
usual laughs and traditions. 
Tickets: Visit stagsevenoaks. 
co.uk or call 01732 450175. 

Jack and the Beanstalk 

Where: Gravesend’s Woodville 
Theatre 

Dates: December 10 - January 2 



What: Antony Costa from Blue 
will star as the panto baddie, 
Fleshcreep. He’ll be joined by Jaz 
Elington from BBCl’s The Voice 
and Olivier Award winning West 
End performer Leanne Jones, as 
well as panto favourites Payne and 
Pearce, in this year’s festive treat. 
Tickets: Visit woodville.seatlive. 
com or call 08442 439 480. 

Peter Pan 

Where: Bromley’s Churchill 
Theatre 

Dates: December 9 - January 7 
What: Craig Revel Horwood will 
star as Captain Hook in the 
swashbuckling family panto 
adventure. This production will be 
spectacularly brought to life with 
an abundance of comedy, stunning 
sets, fabulous costumes and 
pantomime magic. 

Tickets: Visit churchilltheatre.co. 
uk or call 020 3285 6000. 

Jack and the Beanstalk 

Where: Folkestone’s Leas Cliff Hall 
Dates: December 21 - January 7 
What: From the creative team 
behind past pantomimes such as 
Cinderella and Aladdin, comes this 
year’s spectacular. The well-known 
tale gets the CT Productions twist. 
The story of a poor family, a cow 
that’s sold at market for magic 
beans, that lead Jack on an 
adventure bigger than he ever 
could have imagined. 

Stunning costumes, amazing sets, 
special effects, song and dance 
numbers along with a script filled 
with jokes, crazy characters and 
audience participations ensure a 
pantomime season treat for the 
whole family. Oh yes it does! 
Tickets: Visit atgtickets.com 


Christmas Bay 

LUNCH 


THORLEY TAVERN S 


Treat the whole family to a special 
CHRISTMAS DAY 
& let us do all the hard work! 


As always we have reduced rates for children & infants. 
Please phone the restaurant of your choice for details. 





¥ Royal 

TUNBRIBCE WELLS 


CUfistmts 


Tunbridge \ 

Wells Borough 
\ ^^unci^ 



ice Skating in The Park * zA 

Friday 18 November ‘16 - Monday 2 January T 7 



Tunbridge Well sChristmas 

www.tunbridgewellsatchristmas.com # RTW_XMAS #twskateson 


kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 


North & West 


Week ending November 6,2016 27 





















Geoff 
standing 
mouse, £15, 
WhiteStuff 


Copper geometric 

Christmas 

decorations, 

£15, Jenny Walsh 
Design 


Bring the galetide season alive with oar pick, of decorations 
By Stina Odeen-Isbister 


AtNol 


Silver saucer 
tealight 
holder, £3.95, 
Dotcomgiftshop 


Merry 
Christmas 
wreath, £4, 
John Lewis 


Large Noel 
star, £60, Next 


Victorian whale set of 2, £24, Amara 



INCLUDES: 


Pf CHRISTMAS 2016 

NORTH FORELAND GOLF CLUB 

CONVENT ROAD, BROADSTAIRS, CT10 3PU 

www.northforeland.co.uk 

FOR ENQUIRIES, CALL 01843 862140 or EMAIL OFFICE@NORTHFORELAND.CO.UK 


FRIDAY 3 DECEMBER 
1URSDAY 15 DECEMBER 
FRIDAY 16 DECEMBER 


INCLUDES: 

GLASS OF FIZZ ON ARRIVAL 
3 COURSE MEAL WITH COFFEE & MINCE PIES 
DISCO 

LATE BAR UNTIL 1AM 


funcJleb duut&v 

AVAILABLE FROM 20 NOVEMBER 
TO 

22 DECEMBER 2016 


3 COURSE MEAL 
WITH COFFEE & MINCE PIES 
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Reindeer 
mistletoe 
arch, £9.95, 
Dotcomgiftshop 


Metal door 
wreath, £3.99, 
TK Maxx 


Nordic 
stag bell 
decoration, 
£2.50, 
Wilko 


Bark ball tree Decoration 
set of 4, £33, Amara 


Zinc heart tealight holder, 
£2.95 Dotcomgiftshop 
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TICKETS SELLING FAST! 


!Wt • toe 

\m IPasquale 

•3'^k Cf.ri Rachel 
^ ‘Dupree Stanley 
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ORCHARD THEATRE orchardtheatre.co.uk 01322 220000 



THE WHITE 
HORSE INN 


W: www.whitehorsebridge.co.uk 
E: info@whitehorsebridge.co.uk 
T: 01227 833830 



NOW TAKING BOOKINGS 
FOR CHRISTMAS 



Come and visit the newly refurbished White Horse Inn at Bridge. Dating back to the 
16th century, this former coaching inn is located on the old London to Dover Road just 
2.5 miles south of Canterbury. 

Sample the delights of our bar and restaurant menus developed by our new chef, with the 
focus on fresh, flavoursome, locally sourced ingredients. Choose from our extensive and 
recently updated range of cask ales, ciders and wines. 

Relax and enjoy the ambience of a traditional pub, with beamed ceilings and roaring fires. 
Open every day, with ample car parking at rear. We look forward to welcoming you. 


53 High Street, Bridge, Canterbury, Kent CT4 5LA 




Join us this year at the 

East Kent Railway for a 
magical Christmas experience. 

Fun for all the family. 

Travel on our NEW festively decorated 
train with on-board entertainment to 
visit Santa at the North Pole. Kids will 
receive a personalised gift from Santa 
when you visit him in his grotto. 

See www.eastkentrailway.co.uk 

for dates, times and other booking 
information 


East Kent Railway Trust 



New Online Store now open 

www.littlefishshop.co.uk 


300 Itr 
Aquarium 
only £595 


Juwel 

Aquarium with 
Free cabinet 


www.littlefishshop.co.uk | 42 London Road | Teynham | ME9 9QN 
01795 520023 | www.littlefishshop.co.uk 
Open Mon - Sat 10-6, Sun 10-4 


cfuicuwna and aquatic acce&stmess 

For all your Aquatic needs: 

• Marine • Tropical • Coldwater • Ponds • Aquariums • Pond Plants 

• Glass Fibre Ponds • Pumps • Liners and much more 

Also now available 

• Chicken Coops • Rabbit/Guinea Pig Hutches & Runs 


We specialise in providing many types' 
of marine, pond, cold water and 
tropical fish to fill your aquarium, 
as well as fish tanks to help W 

you grow your collection. Jft 
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Get into the festive spirit with a cup of mulled wine at one of these map nifcent winter markets 

Words Anna Freeman 
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Bremen, Germany 

This breathtaking destination has one of the 
most atmospheric Christmas markets in 
Germany, if not Europe. With the grand town 
hall as its backdrop and over 170 decked-out 
stalls, you'll be transported to a winter 
wonderland lined with log fires and torch lights. 
Smell the warming scent of brewing mulled 
wine and cinnamon as you head to one of the 
medieval-style taverns, and catch a melody or 
two from the carollers singing their hearts out. 

Market Square and Schlachte Embankment, 
Bremen, November 21 - December 23 


f 


Continued on page 33 



Colmar, France 

If you're looking for a truly mesmerising 
experience, then head to the French city of 
Colmar which is steeped in architectural 
history. Illuminations will link you to the city's 
five markets through a labyrinth of small 
streets lined with half-timbered houses 
dating back a century. Each site champions 
the craftsmanship of its Alsace residents with 
unique products to buy and try. Wine¬ 
tasting, guided tours and toy exhibitions 
are also available so this unsung destination 
is a must. 

Colmar town centre, November 25 - 
December 31 
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Hotline 01428 
684494 


Crafts for 
Christmas 




Opening times: Fri - Sat 9.00am - 5.00pm Sun 9.00am - 4.00pm 


At the event: Adults: £7.00 Seniors: £6.00 
In advance: Adults: £6.00 Seniors: £5.00 (subject to 60p transaction fee) 


W/M 

v/5 
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Gothenburg, Sweden 


Jump on a plane to picturesque 
Gothenburg. 

The Liseburg Christmas Market is the 
largest in Sweden, with more than 60 stalls 
selling local goods and a popular open air 
ice rink nearby. Sample delicacies such as 
smoked sausage, reindeer meat, glogg 
(mulled wine) and traditional sweets as 


you meander through the snow-topped 
wooden sheds. 

Make sure you pack a warm coat and 
woolly hat as temperatures often hit below 
freezing at this time of year. 

Liseburg Amusement Park, November 18 - 
December 30 


Manchester, UI< 

You don't have to book flights to witness the magic 
of Christmas as this northern city plays host to one of 
the best markets in the UK. The main site is located 
at the famous Albert Square, and every year the 
festivities are kicked off with nearly 350 intricately 
decorated stalls brimming with gifts, crafts, jewellery 


and toys. Taste the mouth-watering international 
foods on offer as you mooch around the different 
makeshift chalets, and take a seat 
at the bar and enjoy a German beer or two. 

Manchester city centre, November 10 - December 20 



Copenhagen, Denmark 


Why go to one Christmas market, when you can 
go to seven? During the festive season 
Copenhagen is awash with roasting nuts and 
steaming wine as various locations around the city 
put on a decorative display. 

The market in Tivoli Gardens is a favourite 
among residents with its white-tipped trees, Santa 


and his reindeer, fairy lights and a heavy dose of 
the Nordic winter atmosphere. 

Other popular spots include the Freetown 
Christiana yuletide bash, the beautiful Nyhavn 
harbour wooden chalets and the cosy markets at 
the renaissance castle Kronborg. 

Tivoli Gardens, November 19 - December 31 



Join the BIG PARTY 
ATMOSPHERE in a ptirpo jfc? 
built venue far your office fwriy 
iif I he Shun* Ciruund, 

> Farming World, off ike 

A2/M2 near 

4 course imditional M 
Chrhtme ■■ dinner fwe HI 
m ertirrtainmeuf, disto 

mid casino v 

included* 


THROUGHOUT 

DECEMBER! 


TO IMPRESS 
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Christmas Family Fun Day 

Saturday, 19 November 
1 lam to 5pm 

A fun, jam packed day full of live 
entertainment from the Christmas 
Stage from our Talent Show Winners, 
Pantomime Characters as well as music 
and dance, fun and games - plus 
surprise guests!!! 

Late Night Shopping 

Thursdays 1,8 and 15 December 
to 8pm 

Plus 19-23 December to 8pm 

Check your favourite store for closing times 

The children's entertainments are not supervised playschemes and 
parents are requested to stay with their children and join in the fun 


Charity Grotto 



Santa takes up residence in his log cabin on 
Saturday, 26 November. 

Every Saturday and Sunday 10am-4pm 
Plus every day from 19 to 23 December 10am-4pm 

Come and meet Santa in his log cabin. 

Every child who leaves a letter for Santa, 
will get a reply. 

All contributions will go to ARRCC 
inspirational care services. 
www.arrcc.org 



BOUVERIE PLACE 


OUR SHOPS & STORES 

3 Store • ASDA/George • Bouverie News • Burger King • Caffe La Delizia 
Cards Direct • Deichmann • Divine Threading Lounge • EE • Next • Poundland 
Primark • New Look • Peacocks • Starbucks • Specsavers • SportsDirect.com 
Studz Barbers Shop • Subway • TK Maxx • Timpson • Vodafone 


f 


facebook.com/bouverieplace 


www.mybouverieplace.co.uk 
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barnard 

marcus 


180 lots to include: For refurbishment/modernisation 




Joan Cottage, Meopham 
• Three bedroom semi 
Guide £250,000+ 



* 


6 Benets Way, Tenterden 

• One bed bungalow 

• Guide £175,000 



48 St Clements Avenue, RM3 

• Three bed maisonette 
Guide £380,000+ 



30 Dalby Square, Cliftonville 

• Five floor building with PP 

• Guide £265,000 



10 Benets Way, Tenterden 

• One bed bungalow 

• Guide £175,000 



77B Widmore Road, Bromley 

• Self contained studio flat 

• Guide £89,000 



124 East St, Sittingbourne 

• Five room detached house 

• For guide price call auctioneers 



16a Edgar Bretts Court, CT1 

• Garages and land 

• Guide £130,000 

WE ARE CURRENTLY 
ASSESSING PROPERTY FOR 
OUR AUCTION SALE ON 
19TH DECEMBER - IF YOU 
WOULD LIKE TO SELL 
BEFORE CHRISTMAS , GIVE 
US A CALL TO SEE WHETHER 
YOUR LOT MAY BE SUITABLE 
FOR AN AUCTION SALE 


View the online catalogue now at 
www.barnardmarcusauctions.co.uk Telephone: 020 8741 9990 


*Guide Prices must not be relied upon by prospective purchasers as a valuation or assessment of value of the property. It is intended 
to provide purchasers with an indication of the region at which the reserve may be set at the time of going to press. The guide 
price may be subject to variation and interested parties are advised to make regular checks for variations and should be aware 
that the reserve price may be either below or above the quoted guide price. 
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CHRISTMAS 

vRTY NIGHT 


6bt &Mc PoiVlfc 


Poshes -for Js -150 people 5<m (as -for <X ^IdiciOfAS 
£esh\je Uree-toorse k^tua, Prints $■ NasicJ 

Available dotes: Dec 2nd, 3rd, 9th, 10th, 16th, 17th, 8 23rd. Vwe can accommodate mid-week parties & special diets. 


STARTERS 

Homemade chicken Hwr porfait with :hill join 
and grorory toost 
4> 

Creamy leek end potato soup 

4 

Sraltmn and prawn mousse servec with 
ccper dressing end brown bretd 


MAIN COURSES 

Traditional roost Norblk t.irkcy witf pigt in blankfts 
and cranberry stuffing 

♦ 

Dehce cl solmcn over crushed new potato coke topped 
vith a | when no of root veg A kollandaise 

❖ 

Roast loin of pork ip o craam and porrmery mustard tavco 
served withdaophinoise potatoes 

❖ 

Vegetable cooltb-oc wth passata and a timbala al -see 


DESSERTS 

Chritfrrrai podding with brandy saoco 


Cream hlled prahleroios with not chocolate sauce 


Gto/cci lomor tart wrth a block cherry ccwpctc 


13^ per V&OuL * CflAl -t odjOhiff (or d (rienMiff b\ndk o\3o4 7 00 OM 


A choice of two impressive finction / conference rooms • Dedicated event coordinator • In-house catering and 
a choice of 3 courses • Spacious ballroom with full lighting system & stage • Live music & DJ till midnight • 
Fesbve decorations • Free wireless broadband • Ground floex rooms • 150 parking spaces and ample free 

overnight parking • A relaxed friendly and welcoming atmosphere.... 



(o fyreflui ^ rOSp ^ Odiii/ri www.baypointclub.co.uk 

U I (J T : 0130* 700 06* / INFO@BAYPOINTClUB CO UK 


BAYPOINT, RAMSGATE ROAD, SANDWICH, KENT, CT13 9 Q L 
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j' wi-fck ffawfbin.h ho mX C-OK& hh& Year! 

&n.g'o^' a, •fjfl/i-fca.s-fctc. buffet $ DdJ 

vJZ 

drives OoJtU\ah\&--.. 


DRINKS NOT INCLUDEO 


Welc-to ^e&fc hospetaii'tc^'i 


Ore also O^OiAoMe for pdr-tie-s, torfcktd^-s, we^/Uruys, 
r^irehv^fs, business Kveeiin^s, <^LfWerin^s wi-fclo 
friends- wW<^ ruM; our frieruil(^ -feeAM 0. c&lt? 


A choice of two impressive function / conference rooms • dedicatee event coordinator 
• In house catering and a choice of 3 courses • spacious ballroom with ful lighting 
system and stage • live music and dj till midnight • festive decoiaHons • free wireless 
broadband • ground floor rooms • 150 parking spaces & ample free overnight 
parking • a relaxed, friendly and welcoming atmosphere. .. 


baypointclub.co.uk 
01304 700 064 

INFO@BAYPOINTCLUBCO.LIK 


BAYPOINT, RAMSGATE ROAD, SANDWICH, KENT, CT13 9 Q L 
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» Email us details of 
your event to: 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 
Tel: 01233 653476 

* 

Follow us @KOSMedia or 
www.kentnews.co.uk/leisure 


OPPORTUNITY: Ollie Tourle and Assembly Hall’s theatre director JJ Almond have worked together on the project. Photo credit: Emily Dews. 
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Normally backstage, Ollie Tourle will headline a very special show this month 


N ormally, when the 
house lights go down, 
amateur producer, Ol¬ 
lie Tourle, 25, is back- 
stage of one of Kent’s 
major theatres. 

But for one night only this month 
he will have the spotlight on him 
after being given the chance to pro¬ 
duce and perform his own one-man 
show at Tunbridge Wells’ Assembly 
Hall Theatre. 

It will be a show with a differ¬ 
ence, however, with the audience 
not where you would expect them 
to observe the talent. 

With entry through the stage 
door, the audience watching his 
show, Live and Backstage, will ex¬ 
perience the background and on¬ 
stage work carried out by produc¬ 
tion and lighting crews, all while 
Mr Tourle performs a collection of 
songs to an empty auditorium. The 


young producer’s aim is to present 
a show from the perspective of the 
performer’s eye. 

Of the opportunity, he explained 
to KoS: “I’ve worked backstage 
mainly, and only had my first gig on 
stage last year. The reason why I 
chose Live and Backstage as the 
theme to my show is because I 
thought it would be nice to give 
people the experience that a per¬ 
former usually gets. The audience 
will be looking out onto an empty 
auditorium. 

“Looking out onto the auditori¬ 
um is an amazing feeling. It in¬ 
spires me, 

“The theatre here means a lot to 
me, I did my first work experience 
here and I used to come here with 
my grandparents to watch shows. 
It’s a priviledge to be able to per¬ 
form here.” 

Incorporating local performers 


into the hall’s schedule is important 
claims theatre director JJ Almond. 

He explained: “We need to look at 
who the theatre makers of the future 
will be, who will the producers of the 
future be, and who will be the per¬ 
formers and the artists of the fu¬ 
ture. We’ve got an amazing team 
here with brilliant skills and we 
should be sharing those to help peo¬ 
ple learn and to present them with 
opportunities.” 

Getting involved is key for those 
wishing to grasp similar opportuni¬ 
ties to Mr Tourle’s, says Mr Almond: 
“Look in your parish, town or city 
for all the opportunities available. 
You need to be like Ollie, take the 
initiative and get in contact.” 

When it comes to Mr Tourle’s 
show, the theatre director and per¬ 
former have been working closely 
to make sure everything runs 
smoothly and the experience is eve¬ 


rything Mr Tourle hopes it will be. 

“Ollie has brought the ideas, he’s 
completely in control of his own 
show, he’s the producer and the art¬ 
ist. But what we’ve tried to do is say, 
we’ve got people who can help you 
with press and marketing, go and 
talk to them and figure out what to 
do next,” tells Mr Almond. 

“Most of the crew have volun¬ 
teered their time to support him as 
their colleague, and that’s where 
he’s lucky, because he has that rela¬ 
tionship there.” 

Mr Tourle will be singing a vari¬ 
ety of covers but with his “own 
twist”. He has performed shows 
elsewhere in the county and in a 
number of theatre productions. 

Live and Backstage with Oliver 
Tourle will take place at the Assem¬ 
bly Hall, Tunbridge Wells on No¬ 
vember 26. Entry via Stage Door 
from 7pm. Tickets cost £18 
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Enjoy a Waterloo Sunset on a 
Sunny Afternoon with top show 


TV's Vic Reeves auction 


COMIC and artist Vic Reeves 
will be staging an exhibiton and 
online auction of original art 
works from November 7 to 13. 

Unsold works will be offered 
in a subsequent sale by auction 
on November 13. 




CLASSICS: The show looks at the performances of The Kinks and has proved a big hit 


By Emily King 

emiLy.king@archant.co.uk 


A N acclaimed musical 
celebrating the music 
and the magic of The 
Kinks hits theatres in 
the county later this 

month. 

Sunny Afternoon scooped four 
Olivier Awards in 2015 and has 
proved a big hit with audiences. 

The tour will star Ryan 
O’Donnell as Ray Davies, with 
Mark Newnham as Dave Davies, 
Garmon Rhys as bassist Pete 
Ouaife and Andrew Gallo as drum¬ 
mer Mick Avory. 

Featuring some of The Kinks’ 
best-loved songs, including You 
Really Got Me, Waterloo Sunset 
and Lola, Sunny Afternoon tells 
the story of the early life of Ray 
Davies and the rise to stardom of 
one of Britain’s most influential 
and popular bands. 

Set against the back-drop of a 
Britain caught mid-swing between 
the conservative 1950s and riot¬ 
ous 60s, this production explores 
the highs and lows of the band. 

Following a sell-out run at 
Hampstead Theatre, Sunny After¬ 
noon opened to critical acclaim at 


the Harold Pinter Theatre in Lon¬ 
don’s West End in October 2014. 

The show has music and lyrics 
by Ray Davies with a book by Joe 
Penhall and original story by Ray 
Davies. 

And for Ryan O’Donnell, playing 
the lead singer was no easy task. 

“It is exhausting,” he told KoS. 
“Ray doesn’t leave the stage at all, 
he sings every song (26) apart from 
one.” 


“On the days when we are per¬ 
forming, we try to chill out as much 
as possible, because with touring 
we don’t have much time to explore. 
We try to grab time to sit in coffee 
shops and relax from time to time,” 
says Mark Newnham who plays 
Dave Davies. 

Mr Newnham hopes that when 
audiences leave they’ve “learnt 
something from The Kinks that 
they didn’t already know”. 


Mr O’Donnell says “The script is 
great and as the music’s live it’s 
even better.” 

The show will be at Dartford’s 
Orchard Theatre from November 
15-19, and Canterbury’s Marlowe 
Theatre from April 4-8 2017. 

To book tickets for Dartford visit 
orchardtheatre.co.uk or call 
01322 220000. And for Canter¬ 
bury tickets visit marlowetheatre. 
com or call 01227 787787. 


Big Country anniversary 


SCOTTISH rock band Big Country are 
bringing the 30th anniversary of their album 
The Seer to Herne Bay. 

The band will be coming to the King’s Hall 
on November 10. 

For tickets visit thekingshall.com or call 
01227 374 188. 


Irish Rose-Marie visits 


IRISH singing star Rose-Marie 
is coming to Margate. 

The concert takes place at 
the Theatre Royal on February 
24 2017. 

For tickets from November 3 
visit theatreroyalmargate.com 



South East railways lecture 

GEOLOGIST, Graham Birch, will give a talk titled 
Engineering the Railways of the South East. 

The lecture takes place on Thursday, 
November 17 at The Angel Centre, Tonbridge 
and starts promptly at 6.30pm. 

For more information or to reserve your free 
place, email kesheg@gmail.com. 


kffi DOVER 

sj v COLLEGE 


A day AND BOARDING SCHOOL FOR AGES 3 TO IS 



Means-tested Bursaries are available 
as well as Academic, Art, Design, 
Music, Drama and Sports Scholarships 

01304 244522 
www.dovercollege.org.uk 
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ANGEL FLEAMARKET 

Angel Centre, Tonbridge TN9 1SF 
8am-lpm EVERY FRIDAY • FREE ADMISSION 
Lots of vintage and retro bargains 
01732 456196 • 07798876857 
email: sue.carmichael@btinternet.com 



To advertise your 
restaurant here 
please call 

01233 653461 
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Frankly Sinatra tribute 

THE world’s top tribute Frank 
Sinatra is coming to Chatham’s 
Central Theatre to celebrate 
the golden anniversary of Ol’ 

Blue Eyes on November 11. 

For tickets visit the website 
medwayticketslive .co ,uk 



Cinderella pantomime 


DEAL’S Astor Theatre will host pantomime 
Cinderella next month. 

The theatre’s resident theatre group will 
present the show which will run between 
December 7-10. 

It has been adapted by Debbie Pinfold. 
For tickets visit theastor.org 


Comedy Seriously Dead 


TV's Crissy Rock (Benidorm), 
and Frazer Hines (Emmerdale) 
star in comedy Seriously Dead 
coming to Dartford’s Orchard 
Theatre on November 6. 

For tickets visit orchardthea- 
tre.co.uk 



Gift of the Wedding Present 

INDIE band the Wedding Present will play at 
Rochester’s Royal Function Rooms on Novem¬ 
ber 21. 

Formed in 1985, the Wedding Present are 
one of the UK’s most longstanding indie bands 
with 18 UK top 40 hit singles to their name. 

For tickets visit royalfunctionrooms.com. 


Grandson on how he 
was given Mousetrap 



By Emily King 

emiLy.king@archant.co.uk 


T HE Mousetrap is famous 
around the world for be¬ 
ing the longest running 
show of any kind in the 
history of theatre, with 
over 26,000 performances in Lon¬ 
don and now the 60th anniversary 
production is here for the first time, 
In her own inimitable style, 
Dame Agatha Christie created an 
atmosphere of suspense and an 
intricate plot where murder lurks 
around every corner. 

KoS spoke this week to her 
grandson, Mathew Prichard about 
what it was like to have such a 
famous grandmother. 

“I suppose it took some time for 
it to sink in that she was famous,” 
says Mr Prichard. “The headmas¬ 
ter at my school insisted on 
initalling all books that came into 
the school. One year I came back 
with the newest Agatha Christie 
novel but it went missing for a 
while. I later found out the 
headteacher’s wife had borrowed it 
to read. In such small ways, 
therefore, I did become aware of 
how talented she was.” 


Mr Prichard would often get to 
hear the novels’ plots before 
anyone else. 

“She would manage to write a 
book almost without anyone 
noticing and sometimes she used 
to read the new one to us in the 
summer. She did so partly, I 
suspect, to test audience reaction, 
but partly to entertain us on wet 
afternoons,” he tells. 

“It is well-known that she gave 
me The Mousetrap for my ninth 
birthday. It was incredibly 
generous of her to give away such 


a play to her grandson,” says Mr 
Prichard. 

“She loves giving pleasure to 
others - good food, a holiday, a 
present or a birthday ode. She 
loved enjoying herself and also to 
see others around her enjoying 
themselves. My impressions are 
rather personal ones.” 

The Mousetrap is coming to 
Tunbridge Wells’ Assembly Hall 
from November 7 to 12. 

For tickets visit assemblyhall- 
theatre.co,uk or call 01892 
530613. 



THRILLING: The Mousetrap 
has always excited audiences 



HOSTS: The Assembly Hall 
Theatre will host the show 



Jobs24, weekly average July - September 2016. 


IN-PAPER ONLINE ON MOBILE 
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Broome Park Golf Club 

Barham, Nr Canterbury, Kent CT4 6QX 


Great Membership Deal 

FREE 2 MONTHS f 

GOLF MEMBERSHIP 

M MONTHS *1 O 

for the price of | 


(join for November, with no further fees until jan 2018 


It \ a 

North & West 


Contact us on 01227 830728 
or see website for further details 
www.broomepark.co.uk 

This offer only applies to those who pay in FULL 
at the time of joining 
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talia savs restaurateur 



Carluccio 


With the release of his new book, Vegetables, the chef talks money, his homeland and aggressive chefs 


NTONIO Carluccio’s 
home is brimming with 
personal touches. 

“Those grapes out 
there are from a cutting 
I brought to London 41 years ago,” 
the 79-year-old declares proudly, ges¬ 
turing towards a branch heavy with 
black fruit, which I’m informed will 
be used for making wine later. 

It’s a homely house, full of rustic 
paintings, photographs, cushions 
and books. 

“I like to have money, because 
money is good,” he says, crinkling his 
eyes. “But it’s not too good, you know? 

“If you have enough, it’s fine. It 
solves many, many problems, but 
there are people that are avidly at¬ 
tached to it. It’s balance.” 


Brought up in the country’s north¬ 
west region, one of six children, Car¬ 
luccio briefly worked as a journalist 
in Turin before moving to Vienna 
and then Germany, and eventually to 
London to work as a wine merchant, 
before devoting himself to food with 
the opening of his Neal Street Restau¬ 
rant in 1981, followed by the first Car¬ 
luccio’s Caffe in 1998. 

Although he’s since sold his interest 
in the now famous restaurant chain, 
he’s still involved from a distance, and 
clearly proud of its success. 

Next on the menu is his new book, 
Vegetables, within which roots and 
greens take the glory - and that’s be¬ 
fore we talk about his upcoming TV 
series in Australia. 

“Italians love vegetables as much 



HAPPY: Antonio Carluccio 


as they love meat or fish, there’s no 
difference,” he notes. 

“I am not a monk, don’t misunder¬ 
stand me, never would be a monk,” he 
retorts. “I’m a humanist, so that 
means I like human beings.” 

And with his hands resting on a 
newspaper, he’s eager to discuss what 
he believes are overly strict restric¬ 
tions on civil liberties, such as the re¬ 
cent call for a ban on offering biscuits 
with hot drinks in cafes. 

“They forbid the biscuits with the 
coffee because it’s too fattening,” he 
explains with a sigh. 

“You can’t just deny people some¬ 
thing like this. Let him do it, but let 
him do it responsibly. Teach them.” 

While he takes food seriously he’s 
not fond of aggressive chefs. 


“I respect very much Raymond 
Blanc for what he does, Giorgio Loc- 
atelli, Brian Turner, Pierre Koff- 
mann, Marco Pierre White, but not 
Gordon Ramsay. I don’t like him,” he 
says. 

“Not even his cooking, he’s just pre¬ 
tentious. The very fact that he has to 
swear, and to bring a regime in the 
kitchen. They are not military.” 

With frequent marriage proposals 
from fans, a string of celebrity devo¬ 
tees (not least Jamie Oliver) and a real 
pride in hospitality, it’s hard to imag¬ 
ine Carluccio bawling someone out 
for not reaching his standards. 

“My philosophy is to be happy and 
to make people happy,” he reasons. 
“And by result, if you make people 
happy they make you happy.” 



Wingham novelist 

FOLLOWING the success of her 
previous titles, author Carolyn McCrae 
is set to publish her seventh novel, Second 
Strand. 

Second Strand is a murder mystery novel 
following a couple Alex and Teri, on the 
verge or breaking up after 12 years together. 
It links in with her fifth novel Her Parents’ 
Daughter. 

It’s due for release on January 28 2017. 


Stone House Drama 

I THE Stone House Drama Club are 
playing a gig in Gravesend before 
heading into the studio to finish their new 
album. 

This gig will be filmed as part of an 
upcoming live album and concert video that 
will be releasd in 2017. 

If anyone in Gravesend would like to be a 
part of this live concert video the should 
head to The Prince Albert on December 16. 


Revolution in cinema 

IN March 2017 Revolution: New Art for 
a New World will be coming to a 
multiplex at Westwood Cross. 

The film commemorates 100 years since 
the Russian Revolution. 

It hosts an impressive cast consisting of 
James Fleet (Four Weddings and a Funeral), 
Matthew MacFadyen (Ripper Street), Eleanor 
Tomlinson (Poldark). 

It’s at Vue Thanet on November 10. 


The Carnival Band 

A unique celebratory show of Christ¬ 
mas music on renaissance and 
modern instruments is coming to Margate in 
December. 

Maddy and the Carnival Band put their 
stamp on familiar and no so familiar festive 
songs. 

The show is coming to Margate’s Theatre 
Royal on December 3. 

For tickets call 01843 292795. 






Venturi Quadrant shower enclosure, tray & waste 

900mmx900mm WAS £669 NOW JUST £399 
1200mmx800mm WAS £825 NOW JUST £475! 


Order your bathroom 
in time for Christmas! 

Morris & Turner 

BATHROOM AND FIREPLACE 
SHOWROOM 

• •• 

Visit our product packed 
showroom for design inspiration 
and practical friendly advice, 
whatever the size and budget. 


Third Avenue, Chatham, Kent ME5 0AD 
sales@morrisandturner.co.uk 

01634 813813 

www.morrisandturner.co.uk 
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holidays 






Call 

01895 833333 

for bookings 
and information 
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Dutch Delights 
New Year Party Cruise 

By Rail from Ebbsfleet 

29 December, 2016- Quote: NY12-KOS 

Celebrate the New Year in style on board the 4-star MS Johannes Brahms river 
cruiser. Starting in Amsterdam we have plenty of time to enjoy the Dutch 
capital before sailing to Kinderdijk, which has 19 windmills in a stunning 
landscape straight from a Rembrandt painting. We continue to Rotterdam, 
where we count down to 2017 with a New Year party and a spectacular 
fireworks display over the city's Erasmus Bridge. 

INCLUDED: Escorted return Eurostar travel from Ebbsfleet (Ebbsfleet parking from 
just £21 for 4 days) • 4-night full board plus cruise sharing a twin-bed rear cabin on 
Main Deck - upgrades available • Beer, wine and soft drinks served at lunch, dinner 
and from 6pm to midnight at the bar • Entertainment • Transfers abroad • Services 
of our Cruise Director on board 


60s Sounds in Surrey 

Thatcher's Hotel, Guildford 

6 Jan, 10 Feb, 10 Mar & 14 Apr, 2017 - Quote: TG-KOS 

ENJOY a fun-packed party break at this charming Tudor-style hotel near 
Guildford and close to The Hogs Back Brewery and Polesden Lacey, an 
Edwardian country house and estate. Entertainment on 6 Jan 2017 is by 
Fortunes lead singer Eddie Mooney and Glen Leon as Tom Jones - £129pp; 10 
Feb 2017 features The Beatle (Fab Four tribute) & comedy singer Ian Larkin - 
£139pp; 10 Mar 2017 with Roy Carter (ex-Drifters & Foundations) and Dave 
Grant (ex-Paper Lace) - £139pp; also 14 Apr 2017 (Easter) with the Frankie Valli 
Story & singing duo Bus Stop - £159pp. 

INCLUDED: Entertainment both nights • 2 dinners and 2 breakfasts • 2 nights 
sharing an en-suite bedroom with TV, tea/coffee tray and free wifi • Free parking 
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Super 60 s Christmas Markets 
River Cruise 


Join us for a super cruise down memory lane as we party to the songs of Dusty 
Springfield and a host of other 60s icons with star tribute act Vicki Lambert. 
We also take-in Holland's best Christmas market towns: Maastricht and 
Valkenburg with its unique Christmas caves. Add to this great food and free 
drinks on board our exclusive charter of the popular mps Princess and you 
have the perfect start to the festive season. 

INCLUDED: Escorted return Eurostar travel from Ebbsfleet (Ebbsfleet parking from 
just £21 for 4 days) • 3 nights full-board plus on the mps Princess sharing a Main 
Deck rear twin-bed cabin - upgrades available • Beer, wine & soft drinks served at 
lunch & dinner and from 6pm to midnight at the bar • Buffet breakfasts & lunches • 
Dinner served at your table - 4 courses • Entertainment • Transfers abroad • Services 
of our Cruise Director on Board 


Holidays offered by 
GN Holidays 
& Voyages 

Higher Denham, 
Uxbridge UB9 5EL 
ABTA NoY0291 -ATOL9362 
info@gnvoyages.com 
www.gnvoyages.com 

Open 9am to 5.30pm weekdays 
9.30am to 12.30pm 
Saturdays 

Closed Bank Holiday weekends. 

3IABTA 

Travai with awiltdanc* 

(, 19 , 

r YEARS 




Somerset Seaside 60s 

Party - Pontins Sand Bay 
Somerset Coast - Self-Drive 

Friday, 16 June, 2017 - Quote: SA6-KOS 

Join us at Pontins Sand Bay resort, near Weston Super Mare in Somerset, for a 
Super Summer Party - for over 40s only - packed with entertainment. We've lined 
up a brilliant showbill with Union Gap, The Pacemakers, The Swinging Blue Jeans, 
Roy Carter (ex-Drifters & Foundations) PLUS The New All Stars. With non-stop 
entertainment from Friday evening to late Sunday and free drinks every night, this 
is going to be a party weekend to remember. 

INCLUDED: 3 Free drinks per person per night - house beers & spirits, wine by the 
glass, pumped soft drinks & mixers • Full entertainment programme • 3 nights en- 
suite chalet - club upgrade available • 3 breakfasts & 3 dinners • Bed linen and 
towels included • Free parking 


By Rail from Ebbsfleet 

28 November, 2016 • Quote:TCI 1-4-KOS 





































‘A TRULY ENTERTAINING 

CLASSIC’ 

The Sunday Times 

ItM THF AGATH A CHRISTIE'S 
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EVERYONE 

Tun 60 Anniversary Production 

Monday 7 - Saturday 12 Nov 

www.assemblyhalltheatre.co.uk assembly hall funbridgeN 
Box Office: 01892 530613/532072 THEATRE 
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PUZZLES 


DOUBLE CROSSWORD 


CODEWORD 



Quick 



Across 

21. Terse (7) 

6. Keeper (7) 

7. Angry (5) 

22. Way (5) 

11. Imperilled (10) 

8. Perplex (7) 


13. Fragrant (8) 

9. Haven (7) 

Down 

14. Omen (7) 

10. Delete (5) 

1. Outline (10) 

16. Assemble (6) 

12. Paternity (10) 

2. Wed (5) 

17. Concerning (5) 

15. Completely (10) 

3. Nought (4) 

20. Merit (4) 

18. Additional (5) 

4. Char (6) 


19. Quiver (7) 

5. Whole (8) 



Cryptic 

Across 

7. Hanging wasn’t good 
enough for Polonius 

(5) 

8. Evened the score by 
bribery? (7) 

9. Stop and go after 
amber changes (7) 

10. Relieves when there’s 
rough seas about the 
East (5) 

12. Solemnly declare as 
almost cut-rate (10) 

15. Secures rent for one of 
a group of shops (5,5) 

18. Half-hearted meal but 
still very good (5) 

19. Nice coastal 
environment (7) 

21. Indeed a cancelled 
service should be (7) 

22. The atmosphere in a 
small company may 
be capital (5) 


Down 

1. Construct ways to run 
off (4,6) 

2. Be under professional 
examination (5) 

3. It’s sure to upset an 
employer (4) 

4. A wild horse on land 

( 6 ) 

5. A train driver (8) 

6. Weep over last broken 
glass (7) 

11. Does he take a chance 
or just think about it? 
( 10 ) 

13. Foreign girl tries on a 
new design (8) 

14. Swimmer who may 
develop into a jumper 

(7) 

16. Tried a form of abuse 

( 6 ) 

17. Alice is out to get her 

(5) 

20. Deputy in the grip of 
depravity (4) 


This puzzle has no clues. Instead, every number printed in the grid represents a 
letter, with the same number always representing the same letter. 

For example, if 8 turns out to be a V, you can write in V wherever a square contains 
8. Using your knowledge of words, complete the puzzle. 



r 


Arrowword 


SUDOKU 


Tree 

T 

Mate 

? 

Capable 

T 

Criticism 

T 

Turkish 

Hot sauce 

Neck part 

L 


T 


f 




Allowable 
in Islamic 






Body's 

artery 


Variety of 

Pour forth 


Very top 

Tight 

► 


f 


L 

! 


T 


Black 

substance 


Tree 

Country 

(1,1,1) 

Kiss 




Attempt 

f 


T 

L 








Very warm 




Uncooked 





Enter your 
answers 
in the 
direction 
indicated by 
the arrows. 


Battleships 

Find where ships shown 
below are hidden in the 
grid. The numbers to 
the right of and below 
the grid indicate how 
many of the squares 
in that row are filled in 
with ships or parts of 
ships. The ships do not 
touch each other, even 
diagonally. Some of the 
squares have been filled 
to start you off. 

THE FLEET 

1 x Battleship 

2 x Cruiser 

3 x Destroyer 

4 x Submarine 



1 23456789 10 




J 


Solutions 


Word Spiral 


i 



2 





9 



10 




14 



15 



8 





11 

4 




16 





13 



12 



7 



6 



5 


Starting from 1, 
fill in the grid 
clockwise with four- 
letter words. The last 
letter of each word 
becomes the first 
letter of the next to 
reveal the key word in 
the shaded boxes. 


1. Hotel cook 

2. Visage 

3. Resound 

4. Musical instrument 

5. Otherwise 

6. Dutch cheese 

7. Office note 

8. Leave out 

Keyword clue: A Canadian 


9. Lilliputian 

10. Abominable snowman 

11. Press 

12. Bird’s home 

13. Canvas shelter 

14. Body powder 

15. Cot 

16. Greek letter 
■ovince 

_ J 


Hard Easy 
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TV&lifestyle travel 


Why would you choose Kazakhstan? 


Lots of reasons, says Mike Pickup, even though he 
has to look up in the atlas to see where it is... 



T he atlas tells me this 
central Asian country 
shares its borders with 
Russia to the north, 
China 
to the 

west, and 
Kyrgyzstan, 

Uzbekistan and 
Turkmenistan 
the south. It’s the 
largest 
landlocked 
country in the 
world and the 
ninth largest, 
yet it’s home to 

just 17 million people - the same as 
London and the Home Counties. 

Kazakhstan is where apples and 
garlic originated and is home to 
some of the world’s rarest tulips. 
Wildlife includes red bears, snow 
leopards and bird life including 
golden eagles, flamingos and 
falcons. It’s a twitcher’s paradise. 


My visit covers the two major 
cities, traditional Almaty, the old 
capital and modern Astana, the new 
capital. Visa requirements for 

British visitors have 
been waived 
until the end of 
2017 for stays of 
less than 15 
days. 

I fly with Air 
Astana, direct. It 
has won “Best 
Airline in 
Central Asia and 
ndia” for five 
consecutive years. 
I find this unsurprising. 

Kazakhstan gained independence 
from the USSR in 1991. Food is 
generally good but the service a 
little haphazard. Menus in English 
are not that plentiful but they have 
pictures! Thanks to devaluation of 
the local currency, the Tenge, prices 
are inexpensive. 



I visited Panfilov Park, home to 
the magnificent Russian Orthodox 
Zenkov Cathedral, probably the only 
wooden cathedral in the world. It 
was built using just a few nails. The 
park itself is a memorial to soldiers 
lost in the two world wars. 

Almaty narrowly lost out to 
Beijing to host the 2022 Winter 
Olympics. The Medeo skating rink, 
at over 5,500ft above sea level, is the 


world’s highest. Our guide tells us 
that girls skate in bikinis and it’s 
where many boys meet future wives! 

Astana is a purpose-built capital 
city. Architect Norman Foster is 
responsible for some of its 
structures. I visited amazing 
buildings such as the presidential 
palace, a cross between the White 
House and a mosque, the concert 
hall, Baiterek - which looks like a 


How to get there 


Air Astana offers return flights 
between Heathrow and Astana from 
£492 year-round. 

Air Astana Holidays can add 
transfers and hotel accommodation 
to make up a complete package. 

For example three nights in Almaty 
and three in Astana with all flights, 
transfers and hotels on a B&B basis 
costs from just £729 per passenger. 

This includes city tours of 
Almaty and Astana and a seasonal 
bonus, such as a visit to the Arasan 
Baths in Almaty or a day siding 
at Shymbulak. Optional extras 
include Trekking, Mountain Biking 
and Golf. Go to http://airastana. 
com/uk/en-US or contact the 
London office on 020 7333 0196, 
Mon-Fri, 0900-1730. 

Holiday Extras offers trusted 
Meet and Greet services at all 
major UK airports. To book Meet 
and Greet parking at Heathrow 
Airport from £79.99 for eight days, 
visit HolidayExtras.com or call 


Some days the freezer is 
far enough to go for 
something tasty to eat. 




Chicken & Vegetable 
Casserole £2.95 


kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 


If the uieather isn’t Looking too good, or you don’t fancy a trip to the 
shops, wouldn’t it be great to haue a deiicious meal cuithln reach that 
can be ready in minutes? 

Wiltshire Farm Foods offers ouer 300 ready meals, each made using 
tasty ingredients that are perfectly cooked then quick-frozen to lock 
the goodness In. Special dietary needs like gluten-free or louu calorie? 
It’s all auallable no-contract, no-commitment and with free deliuery. 
Just order uuhat you inant, uuhen you uiant. 

Call us for your FREE brochure 

01227774 999 

Uliitshirefarmf00ds.com Wiltshire Farm Foods 
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Send us your views. 

Write to: Kent House, 

81 Station Road, Ashford, 
TN23 1PP 

Email: 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 

Twitter: 

@kosmedia 


We voted exit so 
let’s just leave 

WHEN 544 MPs voted in favour of 
holding a referendum did they have 
their fingers crossed behind their 
back? Did we hear any of them state 
that it would be a binding result only if 
the vote was to stay in? Did anyone of 
them say, then, that it was ‘advisory’? 

MPs may claim that parliament is 
sovereign and that they alone, 
notwithstanding the vote’s result, 
may decide whether to stay or leave, 
but the vote to come out of the union 
returns that very same sovereignty 
to Westminster that had been 
arrogated to/by Europe. 

Edward Baker, 

Tunbridge Wells 

We’ll still fight 
arms firm trade 


EACH week more and more disturb¬ 
ing information emerges about the 
war crimes being committed in 
Yemen by Saudi Arabia’s military, 
and yet in Thanet, Craig Mackinlay 
MP continues to stand by an arms 
company which - public records 
show - exports components to Saudi. 

More than a third of targets in 
Yemen have been civilian buildings, 
including hospitals, while ITV News 
says it has seen evidence of UK-made 
cluster bombs being used in Yemen. 
Meanwhile, pictures of malnour¬ 
ished Yemeni civilians have been 
filtering out. 

Instro Precision and its parent 
company Elbit Systems, which Mr 
Mackinlay is so loyal to, not only 
sells military products to Saudi 
Arabia but - public documents show 
- also to other human rights abusers 
including Israel, Egypt and Turkey. 
Instro’s plans for expansion are 
being actively opposed by people 
across Thanet and wider Kent. 

Patrick Foy, 
East Kent Against the Arms Trade 

We need to think 
ambidextrously 

THE Kent Anti-Racism Network and 
Thanet Stand Up To Racism groups, 
whilst claiming to be anti-fascist, are 
protesting in favour of open borders. 

Ironically, it is our open borders 
policy that is allowing homocidal 
undercover Isis recruits (themselves 
fascists) to enter this country 
unrestricted. 

Fanatical left-wingers are as 
dangerous as their violent far-right 
counterparts. Viewing everything 
from one rigid, conformed perspec¬ 
tive is guaranteed to cloud the 
judgement. 

Those who loudly proclaim to be 
either entirely left or right-wing are 


LETTER OF THE WEEK 


/ 




Forget Heathrow, we 
have Manston to offer 


IN RESPONSE to your article last 
week [Celebrations as Boris’ plans 
for Estuary airport are grounded]. 

As Boris Johnson said: “The day 
when the bulldozers move in is a long 
way off... we are going to see an 
inevitable fight in the courts... I think 
it’s very likely it will be stopped.” 

After a year of further 
consultation, judicial reviews and 
appeals against planning 
applications, it could take up to 15 
years before any new runway is 
actually operational. In that time 
the cost to the UK in revenue lost to 
mainland Europe could be 
immense. 

Meanwhile, in Kent we have an 
extraordinarily wide, 2,750 metre 
runway lying idle. Manston Airport 
has accommodated some of the 
largest aircraft currently flying, such 
as the British Airways Dreamliner 
and Boeing Airbus A380. Manston 
could provide a solution, at least in 
the interim, to the lack of runway 
space in the south east. The 
infrastructure to Manston Airport 


advertising their handicapped 
thought structure. 

To think logically and rationally, one 
needs to accept that both right and 
left-wing opinions can inhabit the same 
brain without conflict. This allows the 
person to respond robustly to events 
when required but without relinquish¬ 
ing their compassion and humanity. 

A bird with a single functioning 
wing is especially vulnerable. We 
need two wings to fly as this enables 
us to keep a balanced viewpoint. 

Only free thought can diffuse 
extremism. 

Clive Wilkins-Oppler, 

Petham 


has improved considerably in recent 
years with upgraded roads and with 
a new Thanet Parkway Station in 
the pipeline which will reduce HS1 
train times from London to Manston 
to less than one hour. The airspace 
above Manston is uncongested, 
unlike Heathrow and Gatwick. 

The airport has the support of the 
majority of the public and local 
politicians. An airport will, from 
day one, employ a range of skilled 
and unskilled personnel. It would 
provide links to local colleges 
offering engineering 
apprenticeships. It would have a 
positive knock on effect for local 
business and has the potential to 
attract aviation related companies 
to the area. 

Manston Airport is a prized 
resource which is unique to Kent. 

The potential and prestige of having 
an international airport on our 
doorstep cannot be overestimated. 

Ruth Bailey 
Chair, Supporters of Manston 
Airport 

Just which group 
is being racist? 

AS A former independent borough 
councillor during my elected time in 
office, the question of political 
correctness came up several times 
both formally and informally. 

We now have the question of 
whether the group calling them¬ 
selves White Lives Matter is a racist, 
white supremacists, semi-fascist 
organisation which has no place to 
be ever demonstrating in Margate? 

Norman Thomas, chairman of the 


local Momentum Group, is like so 
many members of the far left very 
selective in throwing these type of 
comments around, while conven¬ 
iently ignoring the deep seated 
anti-Jewish views of many of his 
members. 

Why is Black Lives Matter any less 
racist than the White Lives Matter 
group? 

We have on record very anti 
English comments from the present 
shadow home secretary Diane 
Abbott, not to mention the constant 
stream of anti English comments 
from Nicola Sturgeon, while her 
supporters parade around the streets 
of Edinburgh with the saltire; 
banners with offensive comments, 
mostly against the English. 

The White Lives Matter group are 
probably not the most intelligent and 
literate men on the block, but as with 
the 17.4 million who voted Brexit, 
they are expressing some deep seated 
concerns that are either ignored, or 
conveniently swept under the carpet 
by the ruling political establishment, 
both at local level and national level. 

Jack Woodford, 
via email 

Show us proof of 
claims, John 

JOHN R O’Neon [KoS letters, last 
week] appears to believe that the rise 
in violent crime levels is due to 
immigrants. Where is his proof? 

Marika Sherwood, 

Oare 

Cliff carriage is 
progressing well 

REGARDING the extensive face-lift to 
the 1890 cliff carriage now being 
undertaken at Peene Railway 
Museum, near Folkestone, as 
previously mentioned [KoS, letters, 
23.10], it’s progressing extremely well. 

Quality Canadian red cedar wood 
is being used to rebuild the exterior 
and the carpenter estimates the work 
will be completed around mid-De¬ 
cember. 

Brenda Smythe, 

Folkestone 

Estuary airport 
lost in the fog 

IF the people pushing for an airport in 
the Thames Estuary lived in or knew 
the area they would know that on 
most days from the end of October to 
the beginning of March, the estuary 
is under a blanket of fog or sea mist. 

So much for 24/7 operations. 
Remember the Sheppey Crossing 
accident? 

Derek Willis, 

Whitstable 


Please include your name and 
address, although these will be 
withheld in exceptional 
circumstances, and a daytime 
phone number for verification 
(this will not be published). We 
reserve the right to edit all letters. 
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KOS 10 GUIDING PRINCIPLES 


AS part of our commitment to providing the 
best service to you, we have produced our 10 
guiding principles 
Kent on Sunday will: 

1) Be available in every postcode in Kent. 

2) Be fair, accurate and balanced. 

3) Be written in clear, concise English. 


4) Not be overly sensational. 

5) Have a sense of humour. 

6) Have an easily understood division 
between news, comment and advertising. 

7) Seek to celebrate as well as constructively 
criticise. 

8) Highlight topical issues of concern to 

North & West 


people living in the county. 

9) Spotlight individual cases which raise 
broader concerns. 

10) Champion causes that it feels are 
important to the well-being of the county and 
its people. 

We hope you enjoy Kent on Sunday. 

kent-life.co.uk kentnews.co.uk 
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Where food is fresh and 
the welcome is warm 

Classical cuisine with a contemporary 
twist by Nicki and Darragh Cartmill. 


(5fe\3 


rassene 


Douglas Avenue, Hythe, Kent, CT21 5JT 
01303 267 912 | www.hythebrasserie.com 

f www.facebook.com/hythe.brasserie 
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By Steve Loader 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 


» Read more of Steve’s 
motoring reviews in... 

Kent Life 


ii For more cars visit 

drive24.co.uk 

Powered by mOTORS 





nan a Prius? 


ronicaiiy, oene 


FIRST DRIVE: Hyundai has done it again: confounded the opposition with a 
thoroughly well-conceived and executed newcomer-this time, a classy hybrid 


H YUNDAI’S choice of ‘Ioniq’ to name 
its new electric and hybrid car 
always begged being corrupted to 
‘ironic’. 

But the joke is on Hyundai’s rivals; 
those who never expected this now perennial 
upstart Korean brand to show them how things 
should be done. 

By that, I mean creating an alternative fuel car 
that doesn’t require a complete change of faith 
from would-be owners. 

For a start, the Ioniq is a new age motoring 
chameleon: the world’s first car to be offered in 
hybrid (from £19,995), plug-in hybrid (expected 
spring 2017) and all-electric (from £24,495, 
including £5,000 Government grant) formats. 

So, if you like the highly-specified Ioniq’s 
general pitch, there is a powertrain to please 
everyone. 

The car also benefits from a slippery five-door 
hatchback body with a 0.24 drag coefficient; 
better than most production cars and matching 
those green icons, the Toyota Prius and all-elec¬ 
tric Tesla Model S. 

And it is sufficiently futuristic to catch the eye, 
without looking ill-proportioned like its obvious 
rival the Prius - the world’s most famous hybrid. 

Even better, the Ioniq hybrid drives more 
conventionally than the Prius thanks to a 
six-speed twin-clutch automatic gearbox that 


feels more ‘real world’ than the Toyota; in the 
latter, the driver feels detached from the car due 
to the continuously-variable auto transmission 
(CVT) and lifeless steering - though even the 
Ioniq suffers a little from the latter. 

The combined powertrain’s 139bhp (0- 
62mph in 10.8 seconds) makes the hybrid 
lively, while the chassis strikes a good balance 


between taut for good handling and soft for 
better ride quality. 

Look inside and the now expected Hyundai 
quality of trim and materials is also obvious, 
and thankfully devoid of Apple Computer 
inspired white trim that mars the Prius cabin. 

In short, the Ioniq is a new age car that 
anyone can buy and feel comfortable with. 
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The growing allure of Peugeot's 308 


Not an obvious Golf challenger on arrival, despite winning European Car of the 

Year 2014, but it grows on you and may prove a strong alternative, by Steve Loader LhufpureTeci u s 



L IKE that chestnut “marry 
in haste, repent at leisure” 
attending a car launch can 
disguise faults that become 
all too obvious later. 

And that was my fear when I 
bagged a Peugeot 308 for a week- 
long test back in 2014, after being 
impressed on my first brief 
encounter. 

I needn’t have worried and the car 
continues to appeal after another few 
days behind the 308’s controversial 
small steering wheel; I’ve even 
grown to like that idiosyncrasy, a 
reminder of happy times at the wheel 
of the legendary 205GTi hot hatch. 

And that’s not so fanciful when the 
308 tested here is in smart GT Line 
SW (estate) garb. This trim has 
replaced Feline, a label that never 
worked for Peugeot; it alluded to the 
brand’s lion emblem, but it was too 
twee for male buyers. 

GT Line, on the other hand, fits 
well. It’s effectively GT trim with the 
choice of economy-led powertrains, 
in this case the award-winning 
three-cylinder 130bhp 1.2-litre 
petrol turbo. 

And it doesn’t feel out of place in a 
308 dressed as a performance estate, 
even paired with the test car’s 
six-speed auto ‘box, as the engine 
revs well and surprisingly smoothly 


for a three-pot motor - 0-62mph in 
11.1 seconds. 

Would-be buyers though will be 
more interested in the low emissions 

- lllg/km and £20/year road tax 
after year one, currently at least 

- and an official combined mpg of 
56.5. 

It also drives well: French brands 


don’t generally place such a high 
emphasis on ultimate handling, 
unless creating out and out perform¬ 
ance models, because they recognise 
that comfort is at least 90 per cent of 
normal driving. 

It’s an attitude underlined by the 
308, which can be pushed nicely on 
a winding road, but doesn’t ever feel 



unrefined - much of the credit here 
going to painstaking weight 
management in the car’s 
construction. 

Psychologically, the upmarket 
cabin helps too: Peugeot has steadily 
upgraded this area and the 308’s is 
one of the best yet, the compact high 
quality steering wheel acting as 


Auto SW (estate) 


Price: 

from £24,315 

Driving appeal: 

★★★★ 

Image: 

★★★★ 

Space: 

★★★★ 

Value: 

★★★★ 

Running costs: 

★★★★ 

How green?: 

★★★★ 

Best rival: 

VW Golf 


cheer leader for a minimalist and 
harmonious layout and finish. 

My grumble - one that hasn’t 
lessened with each 308 experience - 
is the routing of virtually everything 
through the touchscreen; when I 
want a quick demist or change of fan 
setting, I don’t want to fiddle with a 
touchscreen. 

I’m also not sure that doing away 
with a CD player is what everyone 
wants... yet. Of course, I hook up my 
phone or other USB devices, but I 
haven’t dumped the CDs... yet. 

Ultimately, while the 308 still 
doesn’t threaten the VW Golf for out 
and out handling and quality, the GT 
Line option is eye-catching and helps 
the 308 stand out from some other 
humdrum rivals. 



Call us today on 


For all your 

winter service 

needs 

X Winter Servicing from just £129* 
from just £39* 

sa Complimentary Battery Check 




with every service 


01227 829930 


Northgate Garage, Northgate, Canterbury, Kent CT1 1FW 
01227 829930 www.northgate-group.co.uk 



C H R Y S L R 


Jeep % & 


*Prices for vehicles up to 2000cc. These offers supersede all previously advertised offers. Prices correct at time of going to press. Offers are subject to availability. E&OE. 17434 
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PEUGEOT 

MOTION & EMOTION 



A FIRST CAR WORTH 
BOASTING ABOUT. 

ALL MOTORING COSTS COVERED WITH 
PEUGEOT'S JUST ADD FUEL? 



AVAILABLE 
FROM AGE 18* 

WITH TELEMATICS 


FOR ONE 

MONTHLY 

PAYMENT 


3 YEARS 

INSURANCE* 

WARRANTY/SERVICING 

CAR TAXV ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE 


INDEPENDENCE BUILT IN 


ROBINS & DAY MAIDSTONE 

Mill Street, MAIDSTONE, ME15 6YD 01622 753333 www.robinsandday-maidstone.co.uk 


Official Fuel Consumption in MPG (1/100km) and CO 2 emissions (g/km) for the 108 Range are: Urban 52.3 - 56.5 (5.4 - 5.0), Extra Urban 74.3 - 78.5 (3.8 - 3.6), Combined 65.7 - 68.9 (4.3 - 4.1) and CO 2 99-95 (g/km). MPG figures 
are achieved under official EU test conditions, intended as a guide for comparative purposes only, and may not reflect actual on-the-road driving conditions. Terms and conditions apply, participating dealers only or visit peugeot.co.uk Robins & Day is acting as a credit 
broker and is not a lender. A Representative 4.9% APR over 37 months. Finance is subject to status. To finance your purchase we will introduce you to Peugeot Financial Services, provider of Peugeot's innovative finance package - Just Add Fuel®. A guarantee may be required, 
Finance provided by and written quotations available from PSA Finance UK Ltd t/a Peugeot Financial Services, Quadrant House, Princess Way, Redhill, RH1 1QA. +The first year Road Fund Licence (RFL) is provided with the car. Where vehicle tax is payable after the first 
year the Dealer will provide customers with a cheque for the value ofyears2and3 RFL (based on current rates). The customer must always apply for years 2 & 3 RFL. Just Add Fuel® is subject to status.*Minimum age 18, maximum age 75. Drivers are required to install the 
W Telematics Box & consent to Data capture & transmission to qualify for insurance. All drivers must hold a full UK licence & meet eligibility criteria including limits on driving convictions & claims. Insurance subject to cancellation if you receive four warnings for poor 

W driving. Excesses apply. 3 years motor insurance is provided and underwritten by U K Insurance Limited which is authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation Authority. Payments will 

f vary according to age, post code and annual mileage. Customer deposit may be required. The costs of insurance, servicing and Roadside Assistance are included within the monthly cost of Just Add Fuel® Passport but are provided on a monthly pay-as-you-go basis and can 

be cancelled at any time without penalty or affecting the remainder of the Just Add Fuel® Passport contract. Excess mileage charges may apply. Routine servicing included only. Excludes wear parts. All offers available on qualifying vehicles ordered and registered between 
06/ll/16and31/12/16oruntilsuchtimeas they may be withdrawn by Peugeot at its complete discretion. Calls maybe recorded for training purposes. Calls charged at local rate. All information correct at time of going to press. Visit peugeot.co.uk for full product details. 




Savings you can’t overlook. 

Quality that stands out the moment you open the door. 


Hyundai Tuscon 
SE nAV 1.7 CRD i 
available with 




Hyundai i20 SE 1.2^^ 

available from 

£ 9,995 

including £ 2,030 
customer saving. 


Call us today to book a test drive! 


Tunbridge Wells Hyundai 

Unit 1, Dowding Way, Tunbridge Wells Tfl2 3UY 


01892 458311 


Medway Hyundai 

London Road, Rainham, Kent ME8 8PT 


01634 408408 


nEWTHinKinG. 

HYurmm nEw possibilities. 


*0ffers subject to terms and conditions. Contact dealership for full information. Offers subject to change at anytime. Hyundai Tuscon SE nAV 1.7 CRDi finance agreement: Monthly Payments of £268.49, Customer Deposit of £4,286.25, Hyundai Deposit Contribution £1,500, 
Total Deposit £5,786.25, Cash Price of Vehicle £23,145.00, Total Amount of Credit £17,358.72, Interest Charges £2,899.89, Optional Final Payment £10,593, Duration of Agreement 37 months, APR Representative 6.9%, Interest Rate % Fixed 3.55% p.a, Excess mileage charge 9p, 
Estimated annual mileage 8,000. Hyundai i20 SE 1.2 finance agreement: Monthly Payments of £149, Customer Deposit of £2,141.67, Hyundai Deposit Contribution £500, Total Deposit £2,641.67, Cash Price of Vehicle £10,995.00, Total Amount Payable £12,312.17, 
Optional Final Payment, £4,306.50, Duration of Agreement 37 Months, APR Representative 6.9%, 3.55% p.a Interest Fixed, Excess Mileage Charge Per Mile 9p, Estimated annual mileage 8,000. 
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guide 

to... 




Main dealers have raised their game 


T’S the next biggest purchase after our 
home, but we tend to be cavalier about 
car care. 

Having servicing and repairs done on 
time and promptly are key areas of 
neglect and we sometimes don’t worry much 
now about using a main dealer for mainte¬ 
nance, after 2002 EU legislation stopped 
carmakers insisting this was part of the car 
warranty. 

Nevertheless, a full main dealer service 
history (FMDSH) is still a reassuring record 
that everything required for the manufac¬ 
turer’s warranty had been carried out. 

That’s a double benefit for the current 
owner: he/she feels it should optimise 
reliability and make the car easier to part 
exchange or sell privately later. 

But sceptics argue that this perceived 
premium is wiped out by higher main dealer 
service bills. Maybe, but manufacturers and 
their dealer networks 
have raised 
their 


game since the 2002 legislation. 

Indeed, with car sales and profits 
squeezed, dealers have become more 
competitive on servicing, created cost-effec¬ 
tive service plans, enhanced customer 
service, and specialised in ancillaries like 
tyres and exhausts - normally the preserve 
of the quick-fits. 

They have also banked on the perception 
that only main dealer’s service technicians 
can know a brand’s cars as well they do, and 
will always use authentic parts. 

Bookings can often be made centrally too, 
so that customers living between franchised 
dealers within the same group can pick the 
most convenient service slots available. 

Loyalty schemes offering cheaper prices to 
owners of older and lower-value models have 
also thrived, persuading them against 
defection to the non-franchised sector 
because they feel their car is no longer worth 
top servicing prices. 

And the franchises know that 
happy service customers keep 
coming back, seeing the 

latest new models in 
the car show¬ 
room - they 
may soon 
buy 
again. 


KEEP UP THE HISTORY: the Peugeot 208, Nissan 
Qashqai and Skoda Yeti will all sell better second¬ 
hand with a good service history 



Sparshatts of Kent Ltd. Your local Mercedes-Benz Commercial Vehicle Dealer in Kent. 

With depots in Ashford, Dartford, Sittingbourne and Tonbridge, Sparshatts of Kent offer local services for all your 
Mercedes-Benz Commerical Vehicle needs. 

Did you know that we offer the following services? 

- New Mercedes-Benz van and truck sales - Overnight servicing at Sittingbourne and Dartford 

- Used van and truck sales - Mercedes-Benz GenuineParts delivered across Kent 

- Vehicle financing and contract hire to suit your needs - CPC Driver Training 

- Vehicle maintenance and servicing by Mercedes-Benz Trained Technicians - Repairs at our specialist body and paint shop 

Why not call for a competitive quote on any of the services we offer? 

Call Sparshatts of Kent today on 01795 479571. 


Sparshatts of Kent Ltd, Ashford - Dartford - Sittingbourne - Tonbridge 
Tel: 0844 396 1122 www.sparshatts.co.uk 
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PROUD, 
PERSONABLE, 
PERFECTION ISTIC... 

AND IT'S ALL JUST PART OF THE SERVICE. 

Servicing 


MOT AA 

Available only on the UK mainland 


Minor service 

Every 12 months or 10,000 miles ^* 

[ 

Major service 

Every 24 months or 20,000 miles’—' 


All models 


£39 All models 


£149 


Maintenance 


Front brake pads 


Citigo/Fabia 


2 


Rear brake pads 


£115 Citigo/Fabia 


Other models 


£125 


Other models 


£125 


vRS (Fabia/Octavia) 


£145 


vRS (Fabia/Octavia) 


£145 


Front brake pads & discs Jg 


I 


Citigo/Fabia 


(*) 

£225 


Rear brake pads & discs 


Other models 


£235 


Citigo/Fabia 


vRS (Fabia/Octavia) 


£275 


Other models 


£235 


Battery 

excluding Stop/Start 


Citigo/Fabia 


□ 

£110 


vRS (Fabia/Octavia) 


£275 


Other models 


£115 



vRS (Fabia/Octavia) 


£135 


Citigo/Fabia 


£459 


Other models 


Battery 

including Stop/Start 


Citigo/Fabia 
Other models 


□ 

£189 

£199 


4x4 


£659 


vRS (Fabia/Octavia) 


£199 


Aircon service 


All models 


£75 


SKODA. Servicing with added value. 


All models 


£269 


3 

£115 


Brake fluid change 


All models 


£52 


4x4 transmission 
oil change 


All models 


£78 


£225 


DSG oil change 


All models 


£175 


AdBlueTop up 


All AdBlue models £1.50 per litre 


Cambelt change* 


£53g Citigo/Fabia 


£335 


Other models 


£385 




includes cambelt, tensioners and rollers as required, 


d Motorline SKODA Dartford 

555 Princes Road, Dartford, Kent DA2 6HH 

0843 658 2618 
@ www.motorline.co.uk/skoda 


d Motorline SKODA Canterbury 

Broad Oak Road, Canterbury CT2 7PX 

% 0843 658 2604 
@ www.motorline.co.uk/skoda 


d Motorline SKODA Medway 

26 Hoath Lane, Wigmore, Gillingham, Kent ME8 OSW 

0843 658 9764 
@ www.motorline.co.uk/skoda 


For SKODA vehicles 3 years (from first MOT) up to 10 years old, excluding V6 models. Simply Fixed is available to customers at participating SKODA retailers only. All prices are (where applicable) 
inclusive of standard parts, labour, oil and VAT and come with a two-year parts and labour warranty. This offer cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer and may be varied or withdrawn at 
any time. Further terms and conditions apply, please ask your SKODA retailer for details. 
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» For more cars visit 

drive24.co.uk 


Powered by 


mOTORS 


Main Dealer Servicing 


Choose wisely for trouble free motoring 


M ODERN cars may be 

more reliable than ever 
before, but there’s less 
that the DIY mechanic 
can do. 

So, keeping the car reliable and 
safe is now best left to professionals 
and, of course, it costs. 

Unfortunately, this also means 
that owners often ignore problems 
for too long and servicing is 
stretched beyond recommended 
parameters, risking the car’s 
warranty and provenance when you 
come to sell. So: 

• Get it serviced at the correct 
mileages or annually and have the 
servicing book stamped up, although 
motor brands are switching to 
centralised digital records. 

• Check the warranty - beware 


possible pitfalls that could endanger 
the guarantee. 

• Act on recalls from the manu¬ 
facturer for checks or replacements 
- it will help maintain the car’s 
warranty and future saleability. 

• Don’t rely on the MOT certificate 
to assure the car’s safety and 
reliability. Problems can arise at any 
time, so have them checked immedi¬ 
ately. 

• Check lights and tyres regularly 
for safety and legality. The latter 
must be at the correct pressures 
listed in the handbook or a sticker 
often placed on the driver’s door 
frame. Legal tread depth is 1.6mm, 
but most motoring authorities advise 
replacement at 2mm, especially in 
winter. 

• Keep oil, washer, coolant, power 


steering, clutch and brake fluid levels 
topped up without over-filling, and 
make those checks on level ground. 
Don’t wait for warning lights - it 
could be too late to prevent damage, 
or may compromise safety. Don’t be 
caught out. 

• There is little point in keeping 
the washer topped up if wiper blades 
are worn or split. 

And if the windscreen is covered 
with bugs and grease, don’t expect 
the washer and wipers to do the job 
for you - use a spray and elbow 
grease. 

• Shop around for servicing. Even 
if you are committed to main dealer 
servicing, you don’t have to use the 
one where you bought the car - some 
are better on pricing and customer 
service than others. 






MODERN: Above from left, the Skoda Fabia, Alfa Romeo MiTo and Jeep Renegade, far right, the Fiat Tipo station 
wagon. 




BOOK A TEST DRIVE TODAY 

MOTORLINE DARTFORD 555 Princes Road, Kent DA2 6HH 01322 280025 
MOTORLINE MAIDSTONE Bircholt Road, Kent ME15 9XY 01622 538538 
MOTORLINE MEDWAY High Street, Rochester ME1 1HF 01634 648723 

MOTORLINE TUNBRIDGE WELLS Dowding Way, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN2 3UY 01892 500700 


NISSAN SERVICE CARE 

SERVICES FROM £159. 
THERE'S VALUE IN 
TAKING A CLOSER LOOK. 

• Fixed price servicing (from £159 petrol, 
£179 diesel, £99 electric) 

• 1 year roadside assistance worth £95 

• Free courtesy car 

• eVision - vehicle assessment video 

• Trained technicians & approved parts 

• Free vehicle software updates 

Book your service at 
nissan-aftersales.co.uk/servicecare 
or with your local Dealer. 

QUALITY IN EVERY DETAIL 


YOU + 


NISSAN 


OUR PROMISE. YOUR EXPERIENCE. 


www.motorline-nissan.co.uk 


UK Nissan retail customers only, business customers excluded. Excludes GTR, 370Z, 350Z, LCVs, Pathfinder, Patrol, Navara, e-NV200 and non-UK specification vehicles. Mileage and other restrictions apply to Mobility. Price based on minor petrol service (includes oil & oil filter, sump plug washer, 
screenwash). Oil, oil filter and sump plug washer are not part of an EV service. Servicing must be by a franchised Nissan Dealer at the intervals specified by Nissan. Includes labour and certain parts only. Software updates are available free of charge. Not all cars will require re-programming 
at time of their service. Participating Dealers only, eligibility criteria apply. For further details on servicing, eVision, roadside assistance, Mobility and for full terms, conditions and exclusions see nissan-aftersales.co.uk/servicecare. Nissan Motor (GB) Ltd, The Rivers Office Park, Denham Way, 
Rickmansworth, Hertfordshire WD3 9YS. 
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B* Kent on Sunday 


LEGAL AND PUBLIC NOTICES 


jobs24.co.uk 

J IN PAPER • ONLINE • ON MOBILE 


TO ADVERTISE: 

TELEPHONE: 01233 653461 

EMAIL appointments@kosmedia.co.uk 

ONLIh www.jobs24.co.uk/kent 



Bradstow School 


AiaA to^itVir fclt]/u n. A culture, of 


Bradstow is a creative and unique residential school for children 
between the ages of 5 & 19. It is situated in 13 acres of parkland 
just a few hundred metres from the sandy beaches of Broadstairs. 

We seek to meet the needs of children and young people with 
autism and severe learning difficulties with associated behaviours that 
may be challenging. We have achieved national recognition for our 
developments in Communication and Behaviour Management. 

HUMAN 

RESOURCES ADVISOR 

To provide Human Resources based administrative support to the 
school, be the first point of contact to resolve queries from staff 
and management relating to pay, terms and conditions, liaise with 
Wandsworth Borough Council Departments, and to 
Supervise/Manage other HR staff on a day to day basis. 
£25,694 - £27,394 pa - 37 hours per week. All year round 


For all posts we look for candidates who are able to demonstrate maturity, 
and who are warm, creative and open to learning. Candidates must have a patient 
and caring attitude and be able to deal sensitively with vulnerable children. 

We are committed to sustainability and preserving the environment and therefore 
encourage applications by email, so for an application form and information pack 
please email personnel@bradstow.wandsworth.sch.uk. 
or you may call 01843 608727 (24 hour recruitment answer machine). 

Please note that CV's will not be considered. 

The closing date for all applications is noon Friday 4th November 2016. 
Interviews for this post will be held on 30th November 2016. 


Abbey Court School provides a stimulating, challenging and safe 
learning environment where pupils and staff efforts, work and 
achievement are celebrated. 


We are currently looking for a 

Teacher for pupils with 
severe and profound learning difficulties 
to commence January 2017 (or soon after) 

MPS/UPS + SEN + TLR 2C £2,640 (TLR with previous experience) 


flfrbev Court SchooC 

“We grow people” 


Abbey Court School caters for pupils aged 3-19 with Severe Learning Difficulties, and is currently located in pleasant 
surroundings on 2 sites; Rainham (Nursery & Primary) and Strood (Secondary & Further Education). The Primary 
provision will move to a new purpose built school at a Strood location, in April 2017. 


** judged ‘outstanding’ in last 2 Ofsted inspections 

** IT and curriculum resources of enviable proportions 

** Comprehensive induction and training provided 

** would suit NQT’s or those wishing to gain further experience of SEN 

Telephone enquiries and informal visits to the school are welcomed. 


Due to the conditions and complex needs 
of the pupils at Abbey Court School, 
continuity and consistency of support is 
paramount and therefore candidates for 
all positions will need to commit to the 
full working hours of the post. 


This school is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young people and expects all 
staff and volunteers to share this commitment. Any offer of appointment for post is subject to a satisfactory Criminal 
Records Bureau Disclosure. 


Closing Date: 18 November 2016 

For further details and a job description, please contact Mrs Linda Taylor, Abbey Court School, Rede Court Road, 
Strood, Kent, ME2 3SP (01634 338236), stating the position for which you are applying. 


To advertise in this section 



Goods Vehicle 
Operator’s Licence 

Mrs. Keri Humphrey trading as PSD Haulage Ltd 
of 6 Eastern Gardens, Ashford, Kent TN24 OHE 
is applying for a licence to use The Old Vicarage, 
Canterbury Road, Challock, Kent TN25 4BJ as 
an operating centre for 3 goods vehicles and 3 
trailers. 

Owners or occupiers of land (including buildings) 
near the operating centre(s) who believe that 
their use or enjoyment of that land would be 
affected, should make written representations 
to the Traffic Commissioner at Hillcrest House, 
386 Harehills Lane, Leeds, LS9 6NF, stating 
their reasons, within 21 days of this notice. 
Representors must at the same time send a copy 
of their representations to the applicant at the 
address given at the top of this notice. A Guide 
to Making Representations is available from the 
Traffic Commissioner’s office. 



LOOKING 
TO RENT? 


VISIT " homes24.co.uk 

SEARCH - Find 

over 130,000* properties 
for sale and rent in London 

CLICK " Arrange 

viewings or request details 
with a single click! 

Look local first with... 

homesA.co.uk 

In paper, online, on mobile 

*Source: home24.co.uk database March 2015 



A2 TRUNK ROAD AND M2 MOTORWAY 
(DARTFORD TO FAVERSHAM) 

TEMPORARY TRAFFIC RESTRICTIONS 

Notice is hereby given that Highways England Company 
Limited intends to make an Order on the A2 Trunk Road and 
M2 Motorway in the County of Kent and Unitary Authority 
of Medway, under Sections 14(1)(a) and 14(1 )(c) of the Road 
Traffic Regulation Act 1984 because works are proposed to be 
executed on the road. 

The effect of the Order would be to authorise the sequential 
overnight closure of: 

i) both carriageways of the A2 between Darenth Interchange 
(M25 Junction 2) and Bean Interchange (B255); 

ii) the London-bound carriageway of the A2 between the 
exit and entry slip roads at Marling Cross Interchange; 

iii) both carriageways of the M2 between the exit and entry 
slip roads at Junction 1 (A289); 

iv) the coast-bound carriageway of the M2 between 
Junction 6 (A251) and Junction 7 (A2/A299); 

v) the slip road leading to the coast-bound carriageway of 
the A2 from the roundabout at Darenth Interchange (M25 
Junction 2); 

vi) the slip road leading from the London-bound carriageway 
of the trunk road to the roundabout at Darenth Interchange 
(M25 Junction 2); 

vii) the slip roads leading to and from both carriageways, 
with the exception of the road leading to the coast-bound 
carriageway, of the A2 at Bean Interchange (A296/B255); 

viii) the slip roads leading to and from both carriageways, 
with the exception of the road leading to the coast-bound 
carriageway, of the A2 at Spring Head Interchange (B259); 

ix) all slip roads leading to and from both carriageways of 
the A2 at Tollgate Interchange (A227); 

x) all slip roads leading to and from both carriageways of 
the A2 at Marling Cross Interchange; 

xi) all slip roads leading to and from both carriageways of 
the A2 at Cobham Interchange; 

xii) the slip roads leading to and from both carriageways, 
with the exception of the road leading to the coast-bound 
carriageway, of the M2 at Junction 2 (Merrals Shaw 
Interchange) (A228); 

xiii) the slip leading from the coast-bound carriageway of the 
M2 at Junction 3 (Bluebell Interchange) (A229); 

xiv) the slip leading from the London-bound carriageway of 
the M2 at Junction 3 (Bluebell Interchange) (A229); 

xv) the slip road leading from the coast-bound carriageway 
of the motorway at Junction 4 (Gillingham Interchange) 
(A278); 

xvi) the link road connecting to the coast-bound carriageway 
of the A2 from the clockwise carriageway of the A282 at 
Darenth Interchange (M25 Junction 2); 

xvii) the link road connecting the London-bound carriageway 
of the A2 road to the anti-clockwise carriageway of the 
A282 at Darenth Interchange (M25 Junction 2); 

xviii) the link road connecting the London-bound exit slip 
road (leading from the trunk road) to the clockwise 
carriageway of the M25 motorway at Darenth Interchange 
(M25 Junction 2); and 

xix) the link road connecting the London-bound carriageway 
of the M2 to the northbound carriageway of the A289 at 
Junction 1 (Park Pale Interchange) (A2). 

These measures would be in the interests of road safety while 
contractors undertake lighting, electrical and signage works, 
road surfacing and all associated work, vegetation clearance, 
grass cutting, gully clearing, and litter picking. 

It is expected that the work would last for approximately 
13 weeks starting on or after Monday 28th November 2016. 
The overnight closures would take place between 20:00 
and 05:00 (maximum period). Works would be phased to 
minimise the number of junctions affected at any one time. 

The estimated duration of each phase is 2 nights per closure. 
The Order would come into force on 26 November 2016 and 
have a maximum duration of eighteen months. 

Traffic affected by the closures would be diverted to leave and 
re-join the carriageway, by using alternative junctions on the 
A2 or M2, or by using local routes including the A206, A225, 
A226, A227, A282, A289, A296, A2260, B255, B262, 

Hever Court Road and Brewer’s Road. 

The diversion route in operation would vary according to the 
closure in force. 

The closures and diversion routes would be clearly indicated 
by traffic signs when they are in operation during the works 
period. 

M Taylor, an Official of Highways England Co Ltd. 

Ref: HE/SE/2016/A2-M2/164 
Highways England Company Limited, 

(Company No. 9346363). Registered Office: Bridge House, 
Walnut Tree Close, Guildford, Surrey, GUI 4LZ. A company 
registered in England and Wales. 

For enquiries, please contact the Customer Contact Centre on 
0300 123 5000 or info@highwaysengland.co.uk. 
http://www.highways.gov.uk 
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Sport 

Yamold threatens 
to boycott Sochi 

West Kingsdown star concerned over state-sponsored doping 



THREAT: Lizzy Yarnold won gold at the Winter Olympics in 2014 


Skeleton 


By Mark Stanif orth 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 


OLYMPIC skeleton champion Lizzy 
Yamold has threatened to boycott 
February’s world championships in 
Sochi due to ongoing concerns over 
state-sponsored doping. 

The West Kingsdown star criticised 
the International Bobsleigh and Skel¬ 
eton Federation (IBSF) for not doing 
more to address concerns over the 
awarding of the event to the Russian 
city, and said she will head into the 
new World Cup circuit unconvinced 
that her sport is clean. 

Yarnold is preparing to embark on 
a new World Cup season later this 
month after taking a one-year sab¬ 
batical in the wake of her Olympic tri¬ 
umph in Sochi in 2014. 

Russia’s sliding programme was 
implicated in a report into doping im¬ 
proprieties earlier this year, and a 
second report scheduled for Decem¬ 
ber is expected to reveal further 
breaches. 

Yarnold said: “I hope the IBSF are 
going to have serious discussions 
about what they’re going to do about 
the World Championships in Sochi. 

“We know that it may be a state- 
sponsored doping issue and I don’t 
want to compete at an event where 
there are not clean athletes and ques¬ 
tions over what is going to happen to 
my doping samples. 

“We need to find out more but if 
nothing changes ahead of the Sochi 
World Championships then I wouldn’t 
rule out not competing.” 

The IBSF awarded the World 
Championships to Sochi in June 
2013, a decision which pre-dated the 


International Olympic Committee’s 
announcement last year that prepa¬ 
rations for the staging of future inter¬ 
national winter sports events in Rus¬ 
sia should be postponed pending the 
outcome of the McLaren investiga¬ 
tion. 

The IBSF, which was not immedi¬ 
ately available for comment, has so 


far shown no inclination to pursue an 
alternative venue and Yarnold added: 
“I am really surprised that the IBSF 
haven’t taken a stronger stance. 

“The IOC and World Anti-Doping 
Agency have recommended the 
championships aren’t in Russia and 
that is something I would stand by 
and support.” 


Shakey signs up for two more years on track 


Superbike 


KENT’S British Superbike champion 
Shane ‘Shakey’ Byrne is eyeing ‘the 
magnificent seven’ after signing a 
two-year deal with the Paul Bird 
Motorsport team this week. 

Byrne, who hails from Sheppey, 
continues to set the benchmark as 
the most successful rider in the 
championship’s 20-year history, 
recently clinching a fifth title at 
Brands Hatch having also racked up 
77 race victories and a further 96 
podium finishes. 

Byrne and team-owner Paul Bird 
have built success together over the 
past five years, claiming three 
championship crowns. 

However, this landmark contract 
marks the first time that the two 



BYRNE : Photo by Simon Hildrew 


parties have cemented their 
continued partnership for more than 
just one additional season. 

The veteran was pushed all the 
way on his road to glory at the 


season finale in Longfield, in 
arguably one of his most challenging 
campaigns to date after the PBM 
team switched manufacturers to 
reunite with Ducati. 

Byrne said: “The really strange 
thing for me is this is the first time 
that I have agreed a two year 
contract in BSB and I have a massive 
grin on my face. 

“We have such a huge amount of 
mutual respect and we both know 
that we always give one hundred 
percent from both sides. 

“I am so, so happy to have the 
opportunity to fight for another two 
titles; the fifth one was the ground¬ 
work, the foundations, and now I 
want to continue the success. 

“I only ever want to line up on the 
grid to win races and fight for 
championships.” 




HOME : Gallagher Stadium 


Boss ‘disappointed’ as 
midfielder joins rivals 


MAIDSTONE United boss Jay 
Saunders admits he is “disappointed” 
after Joe Healy performed a last 
minute U-turn to leave the club and 
join their Kent rivals. 

The midfielder had agreed to play 
for the Stones throughout the season, 
but told management at the Gallagh¬ 
er Stadium this week he had a change 
of heart and has instead opted to join 


Chris Kinnear’s Dover Athletic. 

Saunders told the club’s official 
website: “I am disappointed with Joe’s 
decision, especially after I’d kept a 
place in the squad for him since June. 

“This happens in football and we 
just have to move on.” 

Elsewhere, the Stones’ clash with 
Dover on New Year’s Day was selected 
for coverage by BT Sport. 


Dallas defeated in comeback 


CHATHAM heavyweight Tom 
Dallas’ comeback fight did not go to 
plan as he suffered a devastating loss 
to Igor Mihaljevic in Maidstone last 
weekend. 

Dallas, last seen on the undercard 
of Wladimir Klitschko fight in New 
York, dominated in the opening 
round working behind his jab well. 

It wasn’t long before the Croatian 
was floored by Dallas, who trains in 


Sheerness, and was given a standing 
eight-count by referee Jeff Hinds. 

But the 31-year-old was then 
caught with a left hook in his 
attempt to finish Mihaljevic and 
wobbled backwards. A barrage of 
hooks to the head with his feet 
unsteady was enough for Hinds to 
jump in and wave the fight off with 
just four seconds to go in the 
second-round. 


Star striker departs as 
Gate exodus continues 


MARGATE’S continued financial woes 
have resulted in the loss of star striker 
Elliott Buchanan. 

The forward joined the Blues from 
Bishop’s Stortford in the summer, after 
finishing as top scorer in the National 
League South last season with 28 goals, 
including four against the Gate at the 
ProKit Stadium in March. 

Boss Nikki Bull told us last week he 
expected an exodus of playing staff as he 
worked to balance the books, and 
Buchanan has also been joined out the 
door by Yado Mambo, Daniel Akindayini 
and Adam Cash, while Michael Thalas- 
sitis also recently departed Hartsdown 
Park. 

Bull said the financial ramifications of 
an FA Cup exit last month would continue 
to be felt at the club “for weeks to come” 
after defeat to Harrow Borough robbed 
the club of a money-spinning clash with 
League One side Northampton Town. 

The manager also admitted he is likely 
to have to play himself in goal because 
“you need to cut whatever costs you can”. 


BOSS: Nikki Bull 
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Oil IJJ )llS or can Tom Pyman on 01233 653477 


Keep up-to-date with all Kent’s sports news via social media on: 
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BATHROOM AND FIREPLACE SHOWROOM 


this winter... 




Order your fire in time for Christmas! 


Auberry 

Optimist 

electric Stove 


JUST £460! 


SPECIAL OF THE WEEK 

The Faro 

fire surround back 
panel & hearth 



Sacremento 

Optimist 

electric Stove 

JUST £470! 

The Celsi Fire 

Colour-changing, 
remote control, wall- 
mounted electric fire 


JUST £639! (fire not included) \/AS NOW £380! 

Bespoke made to measure fireplaces with a wide choice of finishes. 
Visit our showroom today for some friendly advice and quality service. 

Third Avenue, Chatham, Kent ME5 OAD 
sales@morrisandturner.co.uk 

01634 813813 www.morrisandturner.co.uk 
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